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Painting for Pleasure at Avonpark – Shirley Gill 
 
This group was formed in 2013 and we gather in the Meeting Room at Avonpark Retirement 
Village. There were a number of our residents who enjoyed painting and were keen to join a 
group,  it was also advertised in The Winsley Weaver and we are now fortunate to have 
members from Winsley,  Bradford on Avon and Trowbridge. 
 
A number of different mediums are used, watercolours, pastels, acrylics  and water-based 
oils.  Three times a term we have a tutor, Barry Hulme, who comes to give us instruction 
and inspire us to try things we may not have attempted before! 
 
Occasionally we have a visiting tutor who will give us instruction on portrait painting or still 
life or other particular subjects.  When the weather is fine we can work outside, our grounds 
are very beautiful and we do not have to go far to find some interesting views. 
 
We normally have an exhibition every two years, sometimes on our Open Day.  These have 
been very enjoyable and have resulted in commissions and sales for some of our artists. 
 
We are fortunate to have use of the Meeting Room because  our charges are kept low,  and 
we have a good stock of reference books, mainly donated by residents, and some art 
materials which are available for use during our  enjoyable Monday morning sessions. 

 
 
Winturwell WI – Linda Brooks 
 
Winturwell WI has been meeting in the village for 51 years with the specific purpose of 
advancing the education of women and girls in political, cultural and special interest areas. 
The WI also promotes conservation of the environment and sustainable economic growth as 
well as civic responsibility and volunteering. WI is open to all women. 
 
During the past year we have had speakers on women in the police force, midwifery and 
‘Tax, Care and Toy Boys’ amongst others and demonstrations of cookery and flower 
arranging. We also run a book club and skittles and walking groups. 
 
Next year brings speakers on Scam Awareness, Rock Chick Explorer and Royal Wedding 
Dresses along with demonstrations for Be My Valentine and a Willow Workshop. 
 
Winturwell WI also runs a Day Trip each year and the opportunity to join a group of local 
WIs for an evening talk with coffee and cake, and with all Wiltshire WIs at their Annual 
Meeting in Salisbury. 
 
Above all WI is about enjoying meetings, learning something new and getting to know other 
members. 
 
New members are always welcome on the second Thursday of the month in the Village Hall. 
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Winsley Beavers – Jez Atkins 
 
Winsley Beaver Colony recently relaunched having taken a short break due to a lack of adult 
volunteers. Since October we have invested 20 new Beaver Scouts  and now have a thriving 
colony. Beavers is the youngest section of Winsley Scout Group for children between 6 and 
8. We meet on Wednesday evenings in the village hall between 6 and 7.  
 
Fun and adventure is at the heart of everything we do. Every year the Scout Association 
helps over 450,000 young people in the UK enjoy new adventures; to experience the 
outdoors; interact with others, gain confidence and have the opportunity to reach their full 
potential. 
 
Since October the Beavers have undertaken a range of activities to complete their Challenge 
Awards working towards their Chief Scout’s Bronze Award. We have launched bottle 
rockets, been on a night hike, studied the stars, met the police and much more. In May we 
are going on camp with the Cubs and Scouts. The Beavers will be go-karting, bell boating 
and going on the monkey climb as well as the usual camp activities such as sleeping under 
canvas and sitting round the camp fire.  
 
We are always on the look out for new ideas for things to do with the Beavers or volunteers 
who have interesting hobbies or pastimes and would be willing to come and share them 
with the Beavers.  
 
 
Winsley and District Gardening Club – David Ecob 
 
The Winsley and District Gardening club is an active, friendly club with 50+ members and 
welcomes beginners and experienced gardeners alike. The Club offers members and guests 
(for a small fee) a season of monthly talks at the Winsley Village hall on the fourth Thursday 
of the month. The talks cover a range of topics varying (in 2018) from House Plant care to 
the Flora and Fauna of New Zealand, questions are always invited for the speaker and books 
and plants are sometimes on sale. After the talk there are light refreshments and a chance 
to swop gardening tips and catch up with local news.  
 
In addition, each year the club organises a coach trip to significant gardens some distance 
away (this year trip is June 20th to Cothay Manor and Cannington walled garden. Later in the 
year (25th July), the club will make an evening visit to a notable local garden (River Barn at 
Malmesbury) followed by a pub meal. The final visit for the year will be in September with a 
morning visit to a local garden and a lunch at a local pub (The location to be confirmed).   
Recently the club has organised overnight trips to more distant gardens in Sussex and Kent 
centred on three nights in Eastbourne. Currently the club is planning trips of similar duration 
for 2019 possibly towards East Anglia. 
 
The club is recognised by a major seed and plant supplier and significant discounts are given 
to club member through the scheme.   
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A Class of Their Own (ACOTO) – Ian Sparrowhawk and Anna Lane 
A Class of Their Own (ACOTO) has been set up on behalf of Winsley Primary school with the 
following charitable objectives: 

1. To refurbish or replace the existing mobile classroom 
2. To provide an additional building to be used as an ancillary space or classroom, as 

benefits the needs of the school 
 

We anticipate that to refurbish the mobile classroom would cost in the region of £20k, and 
to provide an additional building, £50k upwards depending on the chosen solution.   
 
Ian Sparrowhawk and Anna Owen (two of the four trustees of ACOTO) have been co-
ordinating the fundraising activities.   
 
We are particularly pleased that a number of events promise to become annual fixtures and 
will continue to bring benefit to the parish.   
 
Christmas Tree Sale 
Some initiatives are simple, the school sold Christmas Trees last year enabling residents to 
acquire very reasonably priced, excellent quality, UK grown trees and raise £1,000 in the 
process. 
 
Scarecrow Trail 
Over the Easter break you will no doubt have seen the Scarecrows, at the time or writing we 
have no idea what this will raise but in any case it’s fantastic to have this event in the village 
and we are confident it will grow from one year to the next. 
 
10k Run 
We are working with Hartley Farm to stage an inaugural 10k, whilst the profits will go to 
ACOTO this year this too we hope will become an annual event that can benefit other 
charities also. 
 
Pantomime 
Two of our wonderful school parents took on the challenge of staging a pantomime, the 
upshot of which is that the Nightingales amateur dramatics club has been reformed after a 
break of 15 years! The performances went really well and it was great to see the village hall 
packed with residents of all ages enjoying an event that really did require a community wide 
effort to stage it!  Again we hope and anticipate more productions by the Nightingales 
which we hope will benefit other charities too. 
 
We are genuinely grateful for all the support and contributions we continue to receive and 
hope that these initiatives will improve the links between the school and the community as 
we very much believe both should benefit each other.   
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The Winsley Show – David Ecob 
 
The Winsley Show (formerly; The Winsley Flower and Vegetable Show) is in its 57 year and 
going from strength to strength each year with increases in both entries and visitors. The 
name was changed to reflect the broadening of the classes made to accommodate entries 
highlighting all current and emerging local interests and crafts. The show is held in early 
September at the Village Hall on a Saturday afternoon. 
 

For clarity; The Winsley and District Gardening Club are not involved in the running of the 
show, other than one class which hosts their annual competition.  
 

The aim of the show is to entertain the residents of Winsley parish, exhibitors and draw in 
visitors by providing a platform for the industrious people of Winsley to demonstrate their 
skills, arts and crafts. All moneys raised are used to support the following years show, with 
any surplus distributed to very local charities and causes.    
 

The show classes include Vegetables, Flowers, Flower arrangements, Handicrafts, Home 
crafts, a Fun section (for strange vegetables) and a Young Person’s section complete with 
specialist class for Sunflowers grown by local children. In all 84 classes are hotly contested 
but the introduction of a class for bread and fruit liqueur certainly stimulated entries. The 
show also provides light refreshments for the weary and a raffle to boost income. The show 
is a great talking and meeting point for all the visitors and exhibitors and stimulate a great 
local atmosphere with 20 Cups and Trophies to be won along with the bragging rights!  
 
 
The Winsley Village Project – James Colquhoun 
 

The aim of The Village Project was first set out in 1985, at the time of the Ethiopian Famine, 
to be “a whole village charitable organisation that would support some of the poorest 
people in the world”. It also has the supplementary objective of wishing to help nurture a 
sense of community spirit in the village, through arranging a variety of fund raising events 
open to all residents and neighbours, for the benefit of its designated charities. 
 

Over the last 33 years, The Village Project has raised approximately £175,000; some £7,000 
has been raised from April 2017 to March 2018 thanks to the huge generosity and welcome 
support of many local people. The 3 charities, currently enjoying WVP funds, are Just a 
Drop, Hope & Homes for Children and Médicins Sans Frontières. 
 

In addition to organising up to 5 social events per year, the small committee meets up to 6 
times per year and is about to publish an explicit constitution and its annual accounts as 
well as arrangements for data protection (under GDPR) and an AGM. New members of 
committee are always welcome and all events are open to all people for the purpose of 
funding good causes. It’s not some sort of club, society or clique and is independent of all 
other village organisations! New residents and new supporters are particularly welcome – 
simply get in touch with James Colquhoun.  
 

Our next events are: Dig Deep Evening on 21 April at 7.30pm and Safari Supper on 23 June 
at 7.00pm 
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Winsley Fitness and Friendship Club - Elaine Crabbe 
 

Winsley Fitness and Friendship Club and exercise Class are one of 8 clubs run by Age UK 
Wiltshire.  This June we celebrate 4 years at Winsley Village Hall. 
 
The club’s aim is to help people over the age of 50 (our average age is 78) to stay fit and 
active and socially engaged.  We are also dementia friendly and very proud of our very 
respectful and caring culture.  The club is a social place with time to talk and to share the 
experience of the session and of life in general over a cup of tea and a biscuit.  There are lots 
of opportunities for light hearted chat and laughter. 
 
In the second hour after tea, we play indoor games such as quoits and skittles that are good 
fun with a prize for the winner and we also offer tai chi and gentle relaxation.  During each 
session, the value of increasing activity is reinforced with suggestions put forward routinely 
on taking the stairs rather than a lift, walking to the shops rather than taking the bus, and 
doing exercise in front of the television. 
 
Age UK Wiltshire is in the process of developing a volunteer led programme in partnership 
with Age UK Cymru, developing our very successful club model across Wiltshire.  This 
programme trains volunteers as LIFT leaders (Low Impact Functional Training), which gives 
them the skills to deliver an hour of exercise that is designed for the older adult as well as 
coordinating games and social time. 
 

 
Winsley Bowls Club – Barry Whitehead 

 

The Winsley Bowls Club has been in the village for over a hundred years and is one of the 
oldest bowls clubs in Wiltshire. The club was established in 1903 and for the majority of the 
time has resided in its current position opposite the Seven Stars Pub.  
The Club boasts a full complement of League and Friendly matches; normally played on 
Wednesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays. Monday evenings, between 1800 to 2100hrs, are 
set aside for members and potential members to practice during which time, coaching is 
available. Ninna Beaven and Stan Bartlett our resident coaches and are always on hand to 
encourage and coach individuals. 
 
 Following the success of the recruitment drive last year the Club is again looking to increase 
the membership in both the Ladies’ and Men’s sections and would welcome all comers 
whatever their age to an Open Day on May 20th from 11.00am to 4.00pm to come down 
and give the sport a try in a relaxed, fun and friendly atmosphere. The Clubhouse will be 
open and refreshments (including the bar) will be open all day. If you’re unable to come to 
our Open Day, please feel free to come to one of our club nights starting 7th May. 
 
Whether you only wish to try the game, play either friendlies or league games or have 
aspirations, talent and dedication to go to Commonwealth Games in Birmingham in four 
years’ time and go for gold, please do not be afraid, come along and have a go.  
Invitations to attend the Open Day will be through your letterboxes in the coming weeks! 
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Winsley Village Hall Film Club – Roy Ludlow 
 

Once again the Film Club has had an enjoyable and successful season. The following films 
have been shown: 
 
September    Slumdog Millionaire 
October       Toni Erdmann 
November    Sleuth 
December     Sense and Sensibility 
January        Brooklyn 
February      Witness for the Prosecution 
March          The Straight Story 
 
There is always a licensed bar, so that drinks are available both before the film and during 
the interval. It is always a very sociable evening, with an opportunity to catch up with 
existing friends and make new ones. Doors open at 7.20 pm.    
 
If you have not yet given film night a try, there is the ideal opportunity to do so on Friday 
20th April, when we shall be showing 'Testament of Youth'. It is based on the book of the 
same name written by Vera Brittain, who was the mother of Baroness Shirley Williams. It is 
the true story of a British nurse in World War I, whose tremendous determination allowed 
her not only to pull through, but also to write an enduring testament to those who suffered 
and died. It is a splendid and absorbing film. 
 
You are assured of a warm welcome! 
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‘The Meeting Place’ Friday Night Youth Club – Colin Prudhoe 
 
There has been a youth club in St Nicholas Church hall for many years. Over time it has 
changed to suit the majority of children who attend. At present the group is for any child in 
school years 5 and 6.  The club takes place in St Nicholas church hall from 6.00pm till 
7.30pm.  On special occasions this changes to 6.00pm till 8.00pm. 
 
Half of the £1 weekly charge is used to buy prizes and new equipment and the other half 
buys the tuck for each week.  Children are allowed fifty pence worth of sweets each week.  
Water and squash are available to drink. 
 
Each evening is based on a theme and consists of a mixture of games, challenges, quizzes, 
crafts and discussions.  We have over twenty children on the register and our usual 
attendance is about sixteen to eighteen children. We also have young people in years 9 to 
12 from St Lawrence who come along to help.  They’re available to chat to children in year 6 
about moving on to the next stage of education. 
 
The club provides somewhere for children to have fun and socialise with their friends and 
their peer groups.  Children are allowed to have a say in what we do each week and are 
encouraged to take part in the activities. We also have games consoles and televisions plus 
table football and a small snooker table.  Space is limited in the hall so we can only offer 
what we can fit in!  We run competitions using this equipment. 
 
The club is a place where children can be themselves, burn off some energy and meet with 
their friends in a safe, warm environment.  If you would like to pop in and see for yourselves 
then let me know and we’ll have the kettle on…oh and you might have to pick a winner in 
anything from a bin bag clothes competition to a cardboard killer robot! 
 
 
The Winsley Weaver – John Barnes 
 
The Winsley Weaver is a non-profit making community magazine managed and edited by 
volunteers. It is professionally printed by a third party and published on the first day of each 
month. It is available by monthly subscription which includes home delivery. It is also sold 
through the Convenience Store in Tyning Road and at The Hartley Farm Shop. 
 
Each issue carries a varied range of interesting features covering local events, nature notes, 
reports from our various groups and organisations plus a village diary of events, local 
business listings and Church Services.  
 
New subscribers are welcome at any time of the year, please speak to  a member of the 
Weaver Team here this evening. 
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Winsley Badminton Club – Mike Denbury 
 
Winsley Badminton Club meets in the Village Hall on Monday evenings (except when a 
Public Holiday) 8pm to 9.30pm . The Village Hall has one badminton court, and there are 
currently 8 Members. All are reasonably competent players in an amateurish way, and 
whilst play is competitive, it is all very friendly and relaxed. The evening is a social event as 
well as providing useful exercise. 
 
Membership fee is currently £25.00 per half year (in 1962 it was £2.50). New players have 
the option of paying £3.00 per evening initially (to a total of £25.00) before joining as full 
member.   
 
The earliest financial record of the clubs existence is March 1952 and shows that in 1962 
there were 32 members. How the club managed with this number is not clear other than 
there was a board with hooks and tallies and rules governing playing order. Also it seems 
Wednesdays may have been used on occasion. Membership gradually fell to 25 in 1963, 16 
in 1964 and 7 members in 1987 and has not substantially changed since. 
 
The club is open to all adults, beginners and players. 
 
Winsley Parish Council web site has information on days and times plus contact telephone 
number. 
 
 


