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In this centenary year of the First World War Armistice, we are remembering 
each of the 13 men on our War Memorial in the month that they lost their 
lives. Three of them died in June: 

Private Thomas Balfour Gornall                                                                        
of the Worcestershire Regiment,                                                                

died on 1st June 1917, aged 29. 

Thomas Gornall was in the 4th Battalion of the 3rd Worcestershire Regiment, 
and is believed to have been wounded either from German shelling from the 
Messines Ridge (Belgian West Flanders) or by sniper fire while still in the 
trenches. He died of his wounds in France on 1st June 1917, and is buried in 
the Duisans British Cemetery, Etrun, Pas de Calais. 

Thomas was born in Calne in 1888 and lived there until at least 1901. In 1910, 
he married Agnes Louisa Pedley in Bedfordshire.  

After their marriage, they lived in Dane Bottom, Winsley, and had three sons, 
born in 1911, 1913, and 1916. Thomas was a gardener, like his father, who 
lived in Bradford on Avon . 

A Remembrance Cross with his name will be placed at the Winsley War 
Memorial at 11.00 am on Friday 1st June, the anniversary of his death. 

 

Lieutenant Denys Brinckman                                                                           
of the Royal Irish Fusiliers,                                                                            

died on 10th June 1915, aged 19. 

Denys Brickman was killed in action during the Second Battle of Ypres. He is 
buried in the British Military Cemetery in Vlamertinge, Belgium. His name is 
also shown on the Brinckman family grave in St Nicholas Church, Winsley. 
He was the youngest person named on our War Memorial 

He was born in Ribbesford, Gloucs on 15 March 1896. The family moved to 
Murhill House, Murhill in 1906. He went to the Royal Military College at 
Sandhurst in December 1913, after leaving King’s School, Bruton; he then 

joined the Royal Irish Fusiliers (in which his father had previously served) as a 
2nd Lieutenant.  

 

Denys was promoted to Lieutenant in December 1914 
and went to France in May 1915, where he was in 
charge of a machine gun section in the 1st Battalion. 

A Remembrance Cross with his name will be placed at 
the Winsley War Memorial at 3.00 pm on Sunday 10th 
June, the anniversary of his death. 

 

Private Alexander Leslie, aged 20                                                                    
of the Wiltshire Regiment,                                                                             

died on 15th June 1915, aged 20. 

Alexander Leslie had joined the 4th Wiltshire Regiment (part of the 
Territorials) in June 1914, and was sent with his battalion to India to provide 
internal security and to release regular battalions to serve on the Western 
Front. He died of pneumonia in Delhi Hospital and is now buried in the Delhi 
War Cemetery, which was created in 1951, when graves from many cemeteries 
in Northern India were moved to this site.  

Alexander Leslie was born in Edinburgh on 21 May 1895. The family later 
moved to Wales before coming to Wiltshire; his youngest brother, Wilfred, 
attended Winsley School from 1912. Alexander became an apprentice 
ironmonger, and later worked for G Rogers & Co in Trowbridge. His father 
(also called Alexander) was a gardener, and lived in Royston House (now 120 
Winsley, opposite Dorothy House). 

 

A Remembrance Cross with his name will be placed at 
the Winsley War Memorial at 11.00 am on Friday 15th 
June, the anniversary of his death. 

 

Further information on al l  these  three  men can be found at the websi te  
wins leyatwar.wordpress . com. 


