
Captain Charles Alfred Brooks of the Royal Flying Corps, died on 8th July 1917, aged 29.  

                                                                    
Charles Brooks was in the Royal Flying Corps, serving with No. 67 (Australian) Squadron in Egypt. 
He was killed in action near Gaza, aged 29. The site of his grave is not known, but he is 
remembered on the Brooks family grave in St Nicholas Church, Winsley, on the Winsley Methodist 
Church memorial, and on the Bradford on Avon Rowing Club War Memorial; also on the Jerusalem 
Memorial to the Missing, and on a special German memorial to British aviators in Beersheba. 

Charles had joined the Wiltshire Regiment on the outbreak of war and was wounded at Neuve 
Chapelle in March 1915. Whilst convalescing, he decided to join the Royal Flying Corps (the 
photograph below shows the Wiltshire Regiment badge on his lapel with the RFC “wings” below 
it). He returned to France in March 2016 and shortly afterwards was wounded again. He was then 
posted to Egypt, and later transferred to 67 Squadron. When out on patrol, he was attacked by two 
German aircraft who shot him down. He was buried by the Germans with full military honours, but 
the site of his grave is not known.

    He had been born in Turleigh on 11 December 1888, the second son of 
    George and Alice Brooks; his father was a local masonry contractor and 
    employer. As a boy, he was a member of the Methodist Church Sunday 
    School. On leaving school, he joined the Merchant Service, in which he 
    spent four years. He was also an active member of Bradford on Avon 
    Rowing Club.

 
    A Remembrance Cross with his name will be placed at the Winsley War 
    Memorial at 3.30 pm on Sunday 8th July, the anniversary of his death.

  

Further information on both of these men can be found at the website winsleyatwar.wordpress.com.


