
Private Robert Wilcox of the Welsh Regiment,  died on 26 September 1914, aged 28                                                                                  

Robert Wilcox was the first Winsley man to be killed. He was a regular soldier who had joined the 
2nd Battalion of the Welsh Regiment before the war. His Battalion arrived in France on 13th August 
1914 and immediately marched to the front as part of the British Expeditionary Force. He died on 
26th September, probably in the Battle of Picardy. He has no known grave, but his name is recorded 
on La Ferte-sous-Jouarre Memorial in France.

Robert was born in Westwood on 14th January 1886, as the sixth of eight children born to Thomas 
and Mary Wilcox. His father was a stone quarryman in the Westwood Mines. Robert was a mason’s 
labourer before joining the Army; his older brother, Albert lived in Murhill and was a roadman for 
Wiltshire County Council.
Please join us at the Winsley War Memorial at 11.00 am on Wednesday 26th  September, the 
anniversary of his death, when we shall be placing a Remembrance Cross with his name.

Private Francis Angell of the Worcestershire Regiment, died on 29 September 1918, aged 19  
                                                                                   
Francis Angell was in the 4th Battalion of the Worcestershire Regiment, having enlisted in Devizes in 
1917. At the time of his death, the battalion was near the Belgian hamlet of Keolenberg. He was one 
of over 170 men from it killed over three days of fierce fighting in very wet and difficult conditions. 
He has no known grave and is commemorated on the Tyne Cot memorial.

Francis was born on 1st December 1898, one of five sons of Frederick and Sarah Angell; he went to 
Winsley School (then in the building that is now the Winsley Social Club), leaving in November 1912. 
He was also a member of the Winsley Methodist Church Sunday School, and his name is shown on 
their memorial. Aged only 19, he was the second youngest of the names on our War Memorial. His 
eldest brother, Albert, also served in the Army and survived the war.

Please join us at the Winsley War Memorial at 3.00 pm on Saturday 29th September, the anniversary 
of his death, when we shall be placing a Remembrance Cross with his name.


