
Private Edgar Charles Summers of the Royal Hampshire Regiment,                                                                                                                                                       
died on 23rd October 1916, aged 31.

Edgar Summers served in the 1st Battalion of the Royal Hampshire Regiment, and was 
killed in action on 23 October 1916, in the closing stages of the Battle of the Somme. 
His regiment had relieved the 1st Somerset Light Infantry on the front line at the 
Somme the day before he died. He was reported missing after a German counter-attack 
following an Allied advance, and has no known grave; his name is recorded, with over 
72,000 others, on the Thiepval Memorial.

Edgar was born in Murhill in February 1885, the third son of John and Patience 
Summers. His father was a wooden boxmaker, but Edgar started work as a railway 
porter, and then became a labourer in a quarry. He joined the Wiltshire Regiment in 
1904, and served three years with the Colours before transferring to the Reserve; he was 
discharged in 1912.

Edgar married Rebecca Hunt, who was a widow, in February 1913 in Winsley Church 
but, sadly, Rebecca died in Swindon the following year. Soon after war broke out in 
August 1914, Edgar joined the Royal Regiment of Artillery on a Short Service 
commission, but was discharged in March 1915. He is believed to have been called up 
after the introduction of conscription in 1916, and joined the Royal Hampshire 
Regiment. 

His younger brother Frank also served in the Army, and was killed in action in August 
1918. The names of both brothers are shown on the Summers family grave at St 
Nicholas Church, Winsley; they were also both members of the Winsley Methodist 
Church Sunday School, and their names are on the memorial in that church.

Please join us at the Winsley War Memorial at 3.00 pm on Tuesday 23rd October, the 
anniversary of Edgar’s death, when we shall be placing a Remembrance Cross with his 
name.


