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Winsley Parish Council 

CONFIRMED Minutes of the meeting held remotely at 8.00pm, 7 July 2020 
 

Parish Councillors Present: Ed Gilby (Chair), Jane Baddeley, John Barnes, Ian Berry, Robin Davies, 
David Elstone, Zoe Elstone, Paul Fitzpatrick, Johnny Kidney, Linda Ladner, Richard Warren 
Apologies: None 
In attendance: Selina Jobson (Parish Clerk) 
Members of the Public: None  

 
16.  Declarations of Interest 

Planning application 20/04816/TCA related to tree works requested by the Parish Council. 
 

 

17.  Minutes of Meeting 
The minutes of the meeting held on 5 May 2020 were approved as a true record. 
 

 

18.  Public Participation  
There were no members of the public attending remotely. 

 

19.  Planning   
20/04816/TCA Winsley Village Hall, BA15 2LU: RT1 Remove large limb growing towards 
Village Hall back to main stem. Prune selected branches 1.5 m clear of cables. Crown raise 
to 2m above ground level. 
This application was not discussed as the works were requested by Winsley Parish Council.  

20/04705/TCA Turleigh Manor, 245 Turleigh, BA15 2HQ: T1 Copper Beech by road, 
opposite Manor house, crown lift the tree to approx 4 metres; T2 & T3 Birches, fell; T4 Purple 
leaf Plum, fell; T5 Ash, fell; T6 Goat Willow, remove major dead wood, crown lift over the 
hedge; T7 Tulip tree, reduce by 30%; T8 Japanese Maple, fell. 
No comment. 

• Councillors agreed that any planning applications with consultation deadlines ahead of the 
next meeting in September would be considered by the Planning Advisory Group and 
comments circulated by email for agreement. If any significant issues were identified with a 
planning application then the Parish Council would request an extension to the consultation 
deadline, or would call an additional meeting. 

 
 

20.  Clerk’s Report 
The Clerk provided a report, including enquiries received, noting that: 
• A number of items from the Parish Council were included in the July Weaver, including a 

summary of the Parish Council’s year that would have been provided at the Annual 
Parish Meeting.  

• Packs nearing expiry in the two defibrillators had been replaced, the machines registered 
with the South West Ambulance Trust and details of those monitoring the machines had 
been confirmed.  

 

21.  Police Report 
There was no police report. 

 

22.  Unitary Authority Councillor Report 
Cllr Kidney reported that:  
• There was an increase in HGVs using the B3108 as a result of Cleveland Bridge in Bath 

being closed to large vehicles. Cllr Kidney had asked Wiltshire Council to monitor the 
impact on traffic flows and hoped that this would be done shortly. BaNES had installed 
some additional road signage for HGVs that were diverting to avoid Cleveland Bridge but 
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this was felt to be inadequate. Cllr Kidney was compiling anecdotal evidence from 
residents about the increase in HGVs on the B3108. 

• An online booking system had been set up by Wiltshire Council for using Household 
Recycling Centres. A wider range of items was now being accepted and residents should 
consult the Wiltshire Council website for the latest information on using these Centres.  

• The next full meeting of Wiltshire Council would take place on 21 July 2020. 
• Meetings of the Area Board and Community Area Transport Group had been suspended 

due to Coronavirus and the Area Board grant process was currently on hold. 
23.  Additional Equipment in the Playing Field, Northfields 

A number of residents had asked the Parish Council to consider installing two goalposts and 
a bench in the playing area at the end of Northfields. There was currently one, damaged 
goalpost in the field which needed replacing. 
Councillors agreed to support these requests and would obtain quotes for two goalposts, one 
or two benches and a waste bin.  

 
 

24.  Segregated Cycleway and Footway on the B3108  
Cllr Kidney reported that in response to Department of Transport funding for schemes to 
improve walking and cycling routes, he had proposed a segregated cycling lane on the 
B3108 between Winsley and Downs View to Wiltshire Council. This proposal had been 
supported and the DfT had approved funding for the scheme. The works should be 
completed by September 2020. 
Details of the scheme were being finalised, but it was proposed that bollards would be used 
to reclaim some of the road to create a separate, tidal, cycleway. The centre line would be 
removed due to the narrowing of the road available for vehicular traffic. A request to reduce 
the speed limit along this stretch had been submitted. Although the scheme was temporary it 
was hoped that it would lead to a more permanent solution. The scheme addressed ongoing 
concerns raised by residents about road safety on this stretch of road, which was the main 
walking and cycling route used by children from Winsley to St Laurence School. 
Some concerns were raised about the safety of cyclists heading towards the flow of traffic, 
particularly at night. It was seen as critical to road safety that the speed limit was reduced as 
part of this scheme.  
Cllr Kidney was congratulated for his success in putting this scheme forward.  
Some general points about improving safety for cyclists and identifying clearly those paths on 
which cycling was permitted were discussed.  
 

 
 

25.  Verges 
Verges had been left unmown for longer periods during Coronavirus lockdown and some 
residents had asked whether some verges could left unmown during the summer as a way of 
increasing local biodiversity. It was noted that some verges would need to be cut to maintain 
sight lines for road users and along the edges of pedestrian highways. The cutting of the 
verges was the responsibility of Wiltshire Council so any proposal would need their support.  
It was agreed that Cllr Kidney would liaise with Wiltshire Council to propose that some 
verges in Winsley be left uncut during the summer.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr 
Kidney 

26.  Avoncliff Weir 
Cllr Kidney informed councillors of a community project, being led by Bradford on Avon Town 
Council, to undertake emergency works to Avoncliff Weir in July and August 2020. The Weir 
had fallen into disrepair and it was likely that it would be breached this winter. An appeal was 
being launched to raise funds and for volunteers to help with the work involved. It was 
suggested that if the Weir failed then local river flows would be significantly impacted, with 
consequences on local water sports, tourism and business.  
Bradford on Avon Town Council were discussing this matter at their meeting on 7 July 2020.  
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27.  Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) 2019/20 
27.1 Section One of the AGAR for 2019/20 
The internal auditor had completed and signed the Annual Internal Audit Report; no issues 
had been raised. Councillors considered the statements relating to the preparations of the 
Accounting Statements in Section 1 of the 19/20 AGAR and approved agreement with all the 
statements (excepting Trust Funds which do not apply to Winsley Parish Council). 
27.2 Section Two of the AGAR for 2019/120 
Councillors received a spreadsheet of figures used to calculate the Accounting Statements. 
These had been reviewed by the Finance Advisory Group and considered by the internal 
auditor. Councillors approved the figures provided in the Accounting Statements in Section 2 
of the 19/20 AGAR. 
The dates for the period of the exercise of public rights would be from 13 July to 21 August 
2020. 

 
 

28.  Community Volunteer Response to Covid-19 
A summary of the Parish Council’s community volunteer response to Covid-19 was noted. 
Any learning points from this experience would be looked at in wider terms of the Parish 
Council’s resilience planning. 
The Parish Council expressed thanks to all residents who had volunteered to help with the 
scheme.  
Councillors agreed that the Parish Council should offer to supply the Village Hall, Church Hall 
and the Methodist Hall with items such as hand sanitiser and cleaning sprays in line with 
Coronavirus prevention measures.   
 

 
 

29.  Playground 
In line with Government guidelines, Winsley playground had been re-opened on 4 July. A risk 
assessment had been undertaken and advisory notices had been put up. Residents were 
asked to report any problems to the Clerk.  
 

 
 

30.  Website 
Cllr Fitzpatrick provided a verbal update on progress with redevelopment of the website, 
reporting that testing of the site by councillors should be possible from September.  
 

 
 

31.  LGA Consultation on a Model Code of Conduct 
Councillors noted that the Local Government Association was consulting on a proposed new 
Model Code of Conduct. The closing date for responding was 17 August 2020.  
Councillors agreed that the Governance Advisory Group should propose a response and 
circulate this to councillors for review before submission to the consultation. 
 

 
 
 
Gov Adv 
Group 

32.  Finance 
32.1 Councillors noted the following payments since the last meeting: 

• £580 Administration 
• £508.44 James Lock for grass cutting 
• £31.20 idverde for emptying dog waste bins 
• £16.79 Clook Internet for hosting upgrade 
• £118.80 Heartsafe for new defibrillator pads (Turleigh, reimbursed by Turleigh 

Trust) 
32.3 Councillors approved the following payments: 

• £630 Administration 
• £508.44 James Lock for grass cutting 
• £31.20 idverde for emptying dog waste bins 
• £54.60 AM Print & Copy for Weaver APM insert 

32.3 Councillors approved regular payments to James Lock, idverde and for 
administration for August.  
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33.  Advisory Group Reports 
33.1 Maintenance: Problems with the pedestrian path alongside the road in Turleigh were 
noted. These had been reported to Wiltshire Council previously but would be reported again.  
Tree works to maintain the trees at the end of Fieldins would be undertaken in July.  
33.2 Highways and Transport: As reported previously, Wiltshire Highways had agreed to put 
down double yellow lines by the canal bridge to deter dangerous parking at this point. It was 
agreed that any consideration of installing large planters to prevent parking should wait until 
the impact of the double yellow lines could be gauged. 
The re-opening of the Seven Stars with reduced parking had led to some parking issues on 
nearby roads.  
Changes had been made to the D1 and DX timetable and these had been put on the Parish 
Council’s Facebook site.  
An update report had been received from Winsley Hill Traffic Action Group (WHTAG) and 
Cllr Kidney and the Highways Advisory Group would liaise with WHTAG over points raised.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Kidney 
Highways 
Adv Group 

34.  Date of next meeting 
Tuesday 8 September  2020, 8.00pm, Village Hall.  
 

 

 
Meeting ended 9.40pm. 


