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Winsley Parish Council 

Minutes of the meeting held on 1st September 2020 
8.00pm, Held remotely via Zoom 

 

Parish Councillors Present: Ed Gilby (Chair), Jane Baddeley, John Barnes, Ian Berry, Robin Davies, 
Paul Fitzpatrick, Zoe Elstone, Johnny Kidney, Linda Ladner, Richard Warren 
Apologies: None  
In attendance: Selina Jobson (Parish Clerk) 
Members of the Public: Two 

 
35.  Declarations of Interest 

None.  
 

 

36.  Minutes of Meeting 
The minutes of the meeting held on 7 July 2020 were signed as a true record. 
 

 

37.  Public Participation  
A resident spoke to request consideration of introducing a 20mph speed limit for a short 
section on the B3108 between the canal bridge and the railway bridge, suggesting that 
this was a particularly dangerous section for both vehicles and pedestrians. She 
supported the Parish Council’s ongoing campaign to reduce the speed limit on the 
B3108 and the planned installation of double yellow lines above and below the canal 
bridge. Reporting that both central Government and Wiltshire Council stated support for 
safer roads and environmental initiatives she felt that a reduction in the speed limit to 
20mph on this section would be in line with such policies.  
Cllr Kidney responded that he was continuing to liaise with Wiltshire Council regarding a 
lowering of the speed limit on the B3108 and would include the suggestion of a short 
20mph stretch in these discussions, although he felt it would be unlikely that Wiltshire 
Highways would support such a proposal.  
The applicant for planning application 20/05537/FUL Hartley Farm, BA15 2JB gave a 
brief outline of the proposal and offered to provide further clarification if required. 

 

38.  Highways 
38.1 Councillors considered Wiltshire Council’s Highways Engineer response regarding 
possible road modifications to the B3108, which had been proposed by Winsley Hill 
Traffic Action Group (WHTAG) and put to Highways by the Parish Council. A report 
from WHTAG was considered, and it was noted that the group had ended their plans for 
a separate pedestrian bridge, given the likely impact of Covid-19 on fundraising. 
WHTAG would continue to campaign for road safety improvements on this stretch of the 
B3108. Cllr Kidney, in his role as Unitary Councillor, had met with members of WHTAG 
to discuss their ongoing campaign.  
It was noted that:  
• The pavement and layby had been installed by the canal bridge last year to help 

improve road and pedestrian safety. This had been funded by Winsley Parish 
Council, Limpley Stoke Parish Council and Wiltshire Council;  

• Double yellow lines would be installed to try to prevent dangerous parking; 
• Cllr Kidney would continue to liaise with Wiltshire Council over road safety 

improvements, including a reduction in the speed limit, along the whole of the 
B3108; 

• Benefits to the wider community must be considered when identifying priorities for 
highways projects and all schemes would be considered on a cost/benefit basis. 
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38.2 Councillors agreed that the idea of possible improvements to road junctions on the 
B3108 should be raised at the next Community Area Transport Group (CATG) meeting 
for further consideration. Possible ideas included ‘welcome to Winsley’ signs and soft 
landscaping that might change the way drivers considered the road.   
38.3 The project to create a segregated cycling lane on the B3108 between Winsley 
and Downs View and to reduce the speed limit here would be undertaken as soon as 
the necessary barriers were available. 

39.  Planning   

39.1 Councillors considered the following planning application: 
• 20/05537/FUL Hartley Farm, BA15 2JB: re-use of existing equestrian buildings for 

employment purposes. 
Cllrs Berry and Ladner had met with a representative of the applicant to clarify 
details of the application. They reported that the development made optimum use of 
what are currently agricultural redundant buildings.   
Concerns had been raised about the potential for the application to lead to an 
increase in traffic: the inclusion of an additional 22 parking spaces and the traffic 
that might be linked with that additional parking and the level of vehicle traffic that 
might be associated with the business. Reassurance had been received that the 
number of vehicle movements was likely to be offset by the reduction in the number 
of vehicles associated with DiY Livery which is diminishing as a business. It was 
therefore felt that concerns regarding a potential increase in traffic were unlikely to 
materialise. 
Councillors agreed to submit comments and to support this planning application. 
 

39.2 Councillors noted that the following applications had been considered by the 
Planning Advisory Group, and any comments circulated and submitted: 
• 20/04790/FUL Hartley Cottage, 199 Hartley, BA15 2JB: Single storey extension. 

Ridge height raised to part of existing dwelling. New dormer windows and rooflights. 
New double garage. 

• 20/05123/FUL 25 St Nicholas Close, BA15 2NH: Single storey timber frame garden 
room adjoining rear of property.  

• 20/05620/FUL 1 Bradford Road, BA15 2HL: Alterations to a dwelling and proposed 
car port. 

• 20/05236/TCA Turleigh Grange, BA15 2HQ: Fell Scots pine; fell diseased Ash 
Trees 

• 20/06358/TCA The Old Tannery, Turleigh, BA15 2HG: Various treeworks to Lilac, 
Portuguese Laurel, Magnolia, Acer Negundo, Hazel, Field Maple. Fell small Lime 
and Oak trees. 

39.3 Verbal reports were given on two enforcement matters: 
• A resident had contacted Wiltshire Council’s Enforcement Team regarding the 

erection of fence in the Conservation Area. The resident had been informed that 
planning permission was required for some of the fence and for an additional 
wooden structure. 

• A Councillor had contacted Wiltshire Council’s Enforcement Team regarding 
concerns about the current use of a piece of agricultural land. The Enforcement 
Team felt that the current situation did not require investigation and advised that the 
Parish Council could approach the landowner to confirm their intentions with the 
land. It was agreed that Wiltshire Council’s Environmental Protection Team would 
be contacted for advice on possible contravention of waste disposal regulations.  
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40.  Resignation of a Councillor 
Councillors noted the resignation of David Elstone. The Council recorded thanks to 
David Elstone for his contribution to the Parish Council, particularly in the area of village 
maintenance and for his achievements during his time as a councillor.  
A Notice of Vacancy was on display until 18 September. If ten or more residents did not 
request an election by this deadline then the Parish Council would look to co-opt 
someone to the vacant position. 

 

41.  Clerk’s Report on Matters Arising 
Councillors noted progress with actions arising from the last meeting. In was noted that: 
• Cllr Kidney had contacted Wiltshire Council about promoting wild-flower verges in 

the village. He had been provided with several different options and it was noted 
that the promotion of meadow flowers on verges required additional maintenance 
and therefore additional cost. It was agreed that in the first instance Cllrs Baddeley, 
Kidney and Warren would look to identify verges that might be suitable for wild 
flower maintenance. 

• Several reports had been made to the Clerk regarding vegetation that was 
overgrowing footpaths, highlighting difficulties this created for social distancing. The 
Parish Council had no responsibility for dealing with vegetation from private gardens 
that was growing over paths, but residents could report issues on the MyWilts 
reporting tool. It might be possible for a Councillor to speak informally to a resident 
where a particular problem was identified.  

 

 
 
 
Cllrs 
Baddeley 
Kidney 
Warren 

42.  Police Report 
There was no Police Report. 

 

43.  Unitary Authority Councillor Report 
Cllr Kidney reported that:  
• He was monitoring the situation regarding the experimental traffic scheme in 

Bradford on Avon and any possible impacts on the surrounding villages; 
• The D1 bus service had decreased in frequency and this would be monitored; 
• Some of the larger libraries and leisure centres in Wiltshire had already re-opened 

and Bradford on Avon library and leisure centre should both re-open to some extent 
in September; 

• Wiltshire Council had launched their new website; 
• Wiltshire Council were making progress with reducing the Council’s carbon footprint; 
• The Government was holding an online consultation on pavement parking. 

 
 

44.  Additional Equipment in the Playing Field, Northfields  
Councillors considered a proposal for the replacement of the current goalpost in 
Northfields, which had come loose from the ground, with two new goalposts. The 
proposed new goalposts would be of a smaller size than the current goalpost, suitable 
for younger children, and would be positioned in such a way to reduce the likelihood of 
footballs hitting adjacent fences. 
Councillors supported the idea in principle but requested that before proceeding:  
• The residents whose properties adjoined the field should be informed of the 

proposal.  
• A plan indicating the position of the goalposts should be drawn up.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr 
Ladner, 
Clerk 
 

45.  Website 
Councillor Fitzpatrick gave an update on his work with the website, noting that councillors 
would be asked to review and comment on the draft site next month.  
 

 
 

46.  Winsley Forest Update 
Councillors received an update on the Winsley Forest tree planting project. There were 
plans to plant 840 saplings from the Woodland Trust in November, with 300 of these 
being planted in Turleigh. Gaps in a ‘green corridor’ between Turleigh and Conkwell had 
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been identified and the landowners were being contacted to see if they would agree to 
trees being planted in these gaps. The project was on course to reach its target of 
planting 1000 trees by the end of the year. Consideration was being given to the 
possibility of creating bee lines.  
 

47.  Finance 
47.1 Councillors received an update on the budget. Running costs were in line with the 
projected budget but all other project costs were significantly lower than budgeted due 
to the impact of Covid-19. Hall hire payments to the Village Hall and Church Hall would 
continue to be made, despite meetings currently taking place online because of 
restrictions.  
 

47.2 Councillors noted that the following payments had been made since the last 
meeting:  

• £630 Administration 
• £508.44 James Lock for grass cutting 
• £31.20 idverde for emptying dog waste bins 
• £130.51 John Barnes for cleaning products for village amenities 
• £320 Terry Gapper for installing finials 
• £270 West Country Tree Services for cutting back a tree near the village hall 
• £35 ICO Annual fee (paid by Direct Debit) 
• £822.40 WALC annual subscription 

 

47.3  Councillors approved the following payments: 
• £630 Administration 
• £508.44 James Lock for grass cutting 
• £31.20 idverde for emptying dog waste bins 

 

 

48.  Advisory Group Reports 
48.1 Maintenance: A resident had made a donation for bulb planting in the village.  
• A quote of £790 for cutting back the hedges alongside the narrow section of 

Crossways path (between Saxon Way and Bradford Road) had been received from 
James Lock. Wiltshire Council had responsibility for maintaining the grass alongside 
this footpath but not the hedges. It was hoped that once the hedge had been 
significantly cut back it would be possible for the Parish Steward to undertake the 
routine work required.  
Councillors agreed to the quote for cutting back the undergrowth along Crossways 
path. 

• The gate at the end of Ashley Lane was broken beyond repair. It had been reported 
on the MyWilts reporting tool but no action taken. Cllr Kidney would contact 
Wiltshire Council to confirm who had responsibility for this gate. 

• The Parish Steward would be asked to clear vegetation that was growing from the 
park over adjacent footpaths. 

48.2 Valley Parishes Alliances (VPA): The AGM had been held on 22 July 2020. It had 
been noted that the Government’s Road Investment Strategy 2 would include a study of 
north-south connections across the South West, considering the trunking and de-
trunking of key routes and possible investments in the area that could be taken forward 
after the dualling of the A303/A358 was complete. 
48.3 Village Hall: It had been possible for some activities to restart using the Village 
Hall. The Village Hall’s Annual General Meeting would take place on Tuesday 8 
September. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr 
Kidney 
 

49.  Date of next meeting 
Tuesday 6 October 2020, 8.00pm. 

 

 
Meeting ended 10.05pm. 


