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Winsley Parish Council 

Minutes of the meeting held on 6 October 2020 
8.00pm, meeting held remotely via Zoom 

 

Parish Councillors Present: Ed Gilby (Chair), Jane Baddeley, John Barnes, Ian Berry, Robin Davies, 
Paul Fitzpatrick, Zoe Elstone, Johnny Kidney, Linda Ladner, Richard Warren 
Apologies: None 
In attendance: Selina Jobson (Parish Clerk) 
Members of the Public: Eight 

 
50.  Declarations of Interest 

None.  
 

51.  Minutes of Meeting 
The minutes of the meeting held on 1 September 2020 were signed as a true record. 

 
 

52.  Public Participation  
A member of the public spoke about the consultation on the Government’s White Paper 
‘Planning for the Future’. He had drafted a proposed response, which had been circulated to 
councillors. He raised a number of concerns about significant changes to the planning 
system proposed in the White Paper. He requested that Winsley Parish Council respond to 
the consultation, stating that the role of parish councils in the planning process should be 
preserved. 

 

53.  ‘Planning for the Future’ Government White Paper Consultation 
Councillors agreed to take this item next. In discussion it was noted that: 
• The White Paper proposed a range of significant changes to the planning system and 

that Winsley Parish Council should consider responding on any points that might impact 
planning at a local level. 

• The White Paper set out plans for earlier local community involvement in the planning 
system, through participation in the setting of strategic planning goals. 

• Winsley Parish Council was a consultee in the current planning system and did not have 
a decision making role, councillors were in support of parish councils continuing to have 
a role in planning matters. 

• Whilst no changes were proposed to the designation of Green Belt areas, councillors 
felt it was important to continue this protection of some areas, including areas local to 
Winsley, through the designation of Green Belt and AONB.  

• Communities should have a voice in planning decisions through Neighbourhood Plans, 
but concerns were raised about Neighbourhood Plans being ignored. 

• The National Association of Local Councils (NALC) would be responding to this 
consultation and local councils could submit their comments to NALC.  

Councillors agreed to respond to the consultation on the White Paper ‘Planning for the 
Future’. It was agreed that the Planning Advisory Group would draft a response based on 
the comments made and would circulate this to councillors prior to submission. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Planning 
Adv Group 

54.  Public Participation  
Members of the public spoke about the proposed installation of new goalposts in the field at 
the end of Northfields. Residents from two properties adjacent to the field had submitted 
comments to the Clerk ahead of the meeting and these had been circulated to councillors. 
These residents spoke to state: 
• They supported the replacement of the current broken goalpost with a new goal.  
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• That the field was used for a number of different activities and installing a second goal 
might restrict the use of the field to football games only, preventing others from using 
the field. 

• Whilst the proposed smaller goals were intended for use by younger children, older 
children might use these for five-aside football and a question was raised as to how use 
of the goals would be monitored. 

• That two goals might increase the use of the field for football which could lead to an 
increased nuisance of balls being hit accidentally into neighbouring gardens and land. 

A resident spoke in favour of the installation of two goals.   

55.  Additional Equipment in the Playing Field, Northfields 
Councillors agreed to take this item next. The current goal post in this field was now broken 
and needed to be removed. Following discussion of this proposal at the last Parish Council 
meeting, residents of properties adjoining the field had been contacted. Councillors noted 
the comments made by residents during Public Participation and that another resident who 
lived adjacent to the field had emailed in support of the installation of two goals.  
The field had been measured and was too small to incorporate a formal pitch, but it was felt 
it could accommodate two goals approximately 30m apart.  
The cost of buying two goals was only slightly more than the cost of buying one goal. Goals 
would be ‘socketed’ into the ground and could be removed if required. 
Councillors agreed to purchase two goals for the field at the end of Northfields but noted 
that, in light of concerns raised, this would be kept under review and that the second goal 
would be removed if it was felt this arrangement was having a detrimental impact on the use 
of the field or nearby residents.  
It was suggested that planting trees along the boundary currently separated by a wire fence 
could help reduce the number of balls landing in this area and would be looked into.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

56.  Planning 
• 20/06912/LBC Innox 259 Cottles Lane, Turleigh, BA15 2HJ: Replace dormer windows 

with traditional double glazed wooden casements to match other windows on property. 
The proposed windows would be more in keeping with the property’s other wooden 
windows and more energy efficient.  
Support. 

• 20/06870/TCA Spring Cottage, 136 Winsley, BA15 2LB: Cherry tree – fell. 
Support. 

• 20/07490/FUL Lavender Cottage, 149 Winsley, BA15 2LJ: Erection of a pergola and 3 
panel willow fence (retrospective).  
Noting the central position of this property in the village’s Conservation Area and 
opposite the historic St Nicholas Church, it was suggested that the construction of a 
high fence and pergola had changed the open nature of this part of the Conservation 
Area. The fence and pergola were seen as insensitive to the original street scene.  
The planning application did not relate to all of the fence. It was reported that original 
advice from a Planning Officer was that the entire fence required planning permission, 
but that the Planning Enforcement Officer had stated that this was incorrect and only 
part of the fence breached planning regulations. Concerns were raised that the entire 
fence contravened planning regulations.  
Two residents had contacted the Parish Council to raise concerns about the fence and 
two objections had been submitted on the Wiltshire Planning portal.  
Councillors resolved to object to this planning application on the grounds that the fence 
and pergola had a detrimental impact on the Conservation Area and took away from the 
previously open street scene. It was agreed that Planning Advisory Group would 
circulate a proposed wording based on the comments made. 
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57.  Co-option of a Councillor  

Residents had not requested an election and therefore the councillor vacancy was being 
advertised with the intention of co-opting a new councillor at the Parish Council meeting on 
3 November 2020. The deadline for sending in a short statement of application was 23 
October.  
Details of the how the voting process to be used at a meeting held on Zoom would be 
considered and circulated ahead of the meeting.  

 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

58.  Clerk’s Report 
The Clerk reported on several consultations that were currently underway:  
• A Government consultation on pavement parking which covered more than this single 

issue and Cllr Barnes agreed to look into this further. 
• A consultation proposing the removal of little used phone boxes, including the phone 

box in Tyning Road and it was noted that councillors did not see any issue with the 
removal of this phone box. 

• Wiltshire Council were consulting on changes to Area Board boundaries. Cllr Kidney 
reported that Atworth would be added to the Bradford on Avon Area Board but this was 
likely to have little impact on Winsley.  

It was noted that some debris had been cleared from the field at Little Close Farm and no 
further action by the Parish Council was proposed at the current time. Cllr Kidney had 
looked into waste legislation, noting that some waste issues were dealt with by the 
Environment Agency and some elements dealt with via Wiltshire Council.  
Verges which had the potential to be maintained as wild flower verges were being mapped. 
Once complete this information would be sent on to Wiltshire Highways for costing. 
In response to a resident’s request, Cllrs Berry, Fitzpatrick and Warren had looked at the 
possibility of installing a handrail at the top of Murhill Nature Reserve. A hand rail would 
need to be in keeping with the natural surroundings. It was suggested that the steps and 
bench at this point would benefit from some improvements. It was agreed that Cllrs Berry, 
Fitzpatrick and Warren would liaise with the coordinators of the Murhill Nature Reserve 
volunteers.  

 
 
Cllr 
Barnes  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Berry, 
Fitzpatrick, 
Warren 

59.  Police Report 
There was no Police report. 

 

60.  Unitary Authority Councillor Report 
Cllr Kidney reported that:  
• A new version of Wiltshire Council’s MyWilts app had been launched and residents 

were encouraged to download this reporting tool. 
• The next Bradford on Avon Area Board would be held remotely on 21 October 2020. 
• A new Wiltshire Health Improvement Hub had been launched which could offer one-to-

one support for people who wanted to improve their health or mental well-being. 
• Wiltshire Council would start a review of its Local Plan by early 2021, although it was 

unlikely that this would have a direct impact on Winsley.  
• The Government had launched a Green Homes Grant scheme, open to homeowners 

and residential landlords, providing vouchers towards the cost of installing energy 
efficient improvements. 

• He had contacted Wiltshire Council’s Highway’s Office to confirm who was responsible 
for replacing the missing gate between Ashley Lane and the B3108.  

 
 

61.  Highways 
The Chair thanked Councillor Kidney for his work in proposing the experimental segregated 
cycleway between Winsley and Downs View and for his continuing liaison with Wiltshire 
Highways Officers about this scheme. Four residents had contacted the Parish Council 
directly about the scheme, two to express support for the scheme and two to oppose the 
scheme.  
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Councillor Kidney reported that the scheme was proposed in light of concerns raised by the 
Parish Council and by Winsley residents about the safety of pedestrians, in particular 
children walking to school, on this stretch of 50mph road. When Government funding had 
become available to trial such schemes Cllr Kidney had put forward this proposal. It was 
anticipated that this experimental scheme would be in place for six months, at which point it 
would be evaluated, taking into account comments from members of the public. If the 
scheme proved successful then funding for a permanent scheme would be considered. This 
would create a shared space for pedestrians and cyclists by building out the current 
pavement, with the kerb forming a barrier to road users and removing the need for bollards.  
Since the installation of the experimental scheme Cllr Kidney had received a number of 
comments directly from residents and comments had been made on local social media. 
Some comments were supportive, other comments raised concerns with the scheme. No 
residents had come forward to speak on this item at this meeting.  
Cllr Kidney reported that:  
• Since the scheme’s installation he had liaised with Wiltshire Council’s Highways Officers 

to address any initial issues with the implementation of the scheme. 
• In response to these discussions Wiltshire Council Highway’s Officers had agreed to 

reinstate the middle line, add 40mph markings to the road, resurface and reinstall drain 
covers where these could potentially cause an issue for cyclists, and to create a more 
tapered approach to the cycle lane at the Winsley end of the segregated cycle lane.  

• It was acknowledged that the road had been narrowed to enable the creation of a 
segregated cycleway and driving at 50mph was no longer appropriate on this stretch, 
hence the reduction in the speed limit to 40mph.  

• Wiltshire Highway’s had confirmed that the road was wide enough for all vehicular 
traffic.  

• An independent safety audit of the scheme had been undertaken; minor issues raised 
were being addressed through the measures that Wiltshire Highways had committed to 
undertaking, and overall the scheme was judged to be sound.  

• It was suggested that better signage was required to clarify that the segregated 
cycleway was two-way.  

• The extent to which the scheme was used by cyclists and pedestrians was queried. It 
was noted that data had not been collected before the scheme although the Parish 
Council had undertaken a survey of pedestrian use some time ago. It was suggested 
that it might be useful to undertake a count of pedestrian and cycle use of the temporary 
scheme.  

• It was suggested that land adjacent to the road could be bought from private owners to 
enable the building of a wider road and cycle lane. It was noted that this would be a very 
significant undertaking, at great expense, and was likely to be out of proportion to the 
benefits gained.  

62.  Winsley Community Website 
Cllr Fitzpatrick had attended a webinar on web accessibility for parish councils;  he’d review 
options for the Community website in light of this and bring forward any proposals to a 
future meeting.  
Cllr Fitzpatrick provided a demonstration of the progress made with redeveloping the 
website. He would circulate the development site link to all councillors and asked for 
feedback on the look and feel of the site only, noting that no changes had been made to the 
content at this point.  

 
 

63.  Update from Climate Advisory Group 
Cllr Fitzpatrick reported that he was contacting Bath and West Community Energy, a not-
for-profit community energy group, with a view to BWCE providing a presentation to 
councillors on their work.  
A meeting of the Climate Advisory Group had looked at projects to take forward, including 
support for increasing the biodiversity of verges and the Winsley Forest tree planting 
project.  

   
 

64.  Finance 
64.1 Councillors approved the following payments: 
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• £630 Administration 
• £508.44 James Lock for grass cutting 
• £31.20 idverde for emptying dog waste bins 
• £102 West Country Tree Services for pollarding a tree at Fieldins 

It was noted that an invoice of £474 from West Country Tree Services for cutting back 
trees at the end of Fieldins had been received but that it was not clear that all the work 
originally requested had been completed. Cllr Elstone and the Clerk were liaising with 
the company and if this issue was resolved before the next meeting councillors agreed 
the invoice could be paid; if the works were still contested then this item would be 
brought back to a meeting of the council.  
64.2 Councillors noted the following payments made since the last meeting: 

• £8.39 Clook for domain name annual renewal 
64.3 Councillors noted the following receipts: 

• £14000.00 Wiltshire Council precept  
• £35.30 Freshford Parish Council contribution to SLCC annual subscription  
• £23.89 Monies raised for defibrillator  
 

65.  Advisory Group Reports 
65.1 Maintenance: Works were required to the stone wall alongside the bowling green. It 
was agreed that Terry Gapper would be asked to undertake these works. 
One of the gates leading into the play park no longer shut properly. Hiscox Engineering had 
quoted £120 to repair this and it was agreed that Hiscox be asked to undertake these 
works.  
65.2 Village Hall: The Film Club had started showing films again at the Village Hall, currently 
for existing Film Club members only.  

 
 
 
 
 

66.  Date of next meeting 
Tuesday 3 November 2020, 8.00pm 
 

 

 
Meeting ended 10.05pm. 


