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Winsley Parish Council 

Minutes of the meeting held on 3 November 2020 
8.00pm, meeting held remotely via Zoom 

 

Parish Councillors Present: Ed Gilby (Chair), Jane Baddeley, John Barnes, Ian Berry, Robin Davies, 
Paul Fitzpatrick, Zoe Elstone, Johnny Kidney, Linda Ladner, Ian Sparrowhawk (from minute 71) 
Apologies: Richard Warren 
In attendance: Selina Jobson (Parish Clerk) 
Members of the Public: Two 

 
67.  Declarations of Interest 

None.  
 

68.  Minutes of Meeting 
The minutes of the meeting held on 6 October 2020 were signed as a true record. 

 
 

69.  Public Participation  
Two members of the public spoke to introduce themselves as candidates for co-option to 
the casual vacancy on the Parish Council.  

 

70.  Co-option of a Councillor to Fill a Casual Vacancy 
The Chair stated that the Council was pleased to have received two strong applications 
from residents who were already involved in local activities and who evidently had skills 
and knowledge to bring to the Council. On behalf of the Council he hoped that the 
candidate who was not elected would consider working with the Parish Council on one of 
its projects or Advisory Groups. 
Having considered written statements and the introductions that candidates for co-option 
had just given, councillors were asked to vote for which candidate they would like to co-
opt. A vote was undertaken via secret ballot using the Zoom polling function. Ian 
Sparrowhawk was co-opted to the Council with a majority vote. He signed a Declaration 
of Acceptance of Office and joined the meeting. 

 

71.  Planning 
There were no new planning applications to consider. 
Cllr Kidney, as Unitary Councillor, had requested that planning application 20/07490/FUL 
(Lavender Cottage, 149 Winsley erection of a pergola and 3 panel willow fence) be called 
in to committee if the Planning Officer’s recommendation was for approval.  

 
 
 
 

72.  Clerk’s Report 
It was noted that: 
• In response to a request from Cllr Kidney, Wiltshire Council had replaced the broken 

gate at the end of Ashley Lane. A resident had since asked if the gate could be fitted 
with an equine latch allowing horseriders to use the gate without dismounting. Cllr 
Kidney to contact Wiltshire Council’s Area Engineer for Highways.  

• A resident had reported ongoing concerns about the use of a field in the village for 
storing soil, rubble and other waste items. Councillors noted that some items had 
been moved out of the field and that other agricultural fields in Winsley were also 
used in this way but were not in such a prominent position in the village. It was 
agreed that Cllr Berry would check with Wiltshire Council Enforcement Officers and 
Cllr Kidney with the Environment Agency to see if these bodies identified any matters 
of concern that should be addressed.  

• A resident has raised an ongoing concern with vegetation from a private property 
overgrowing the pavement. Cllr Elstone had raised this matter with the Parish 
Steward who was seeing if Wiltshire Council could cut back the hedge.  

 
 
 
 
Cllr Kidney 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Berry 
Cllr Kidney 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 2 

• A resident had reported an increase in oversized vehicles using Cottles Lane. It was 
noted that temporary roadworks in Bradford on Avon may have caused vehicles to 
use alternative routes. Signage at the top and bottom of Cottles Lane indicated that 
the lane should not be used by vehicles wider than 6ft. 

• Cllrs Baddeley, Kidney and Warren would consider which verges might be suitable for  
wildflower maintenance.  

• Two new goalposts were in the process of being installed in the field at the end of 
Northfields. Cllr Baddeley agreed to look into the purchase of benches for this field 
and a replacement picnic bench in the park. The Clerk agreed to look into the 
purchase of a bin for the area at the end of Fieldins.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
Cllrs Kidney, 
Baddeley, 
Warren 
 
Cllr Baddeley 
/ Clerk 

73.  Police Report 
PCSO Laura Wallace had taken over the local Police Community Support Officer role. 
There had been a several local car key thefts in early October, with one incident in Cottles 
Lane.  

 

74.  Unitary Authority Councillor Report 
Cllr Kidney reported that:  
• Wiltshire Council’s Wellbeing Hub was available to residents in need of additional 

support & could be contacted on: 0300 003 4576 or wellbeinghub@wiltshire.gov.uk. 
• Wiltshire Council had held an online, live public Covid-19 update meeting led by 

Wiltshire Council’s Chief Executive Officer, the Leader of the Council and Wiltshire’s 
Director of Public Health.  

• An investment of £195m in zero carbon homes had been agreed by Wiltshire’s 
Cabinet. 

• Wiltshire Council had responded to the Government’s consultation on the White 
Paper ‘Planning for the Future’. 

• Volunteers were sought for Wiltshire Council’s Independent Visitor scheme, which 
provided long term support and friendship to children in foster care.  

 
 

75.  Resilience Planning and Snow and Ice Preparation 
It was noted that the Parish Council’s current Resilience Plan focused on Snow and Ice 
preparations. Cllr Berry reported that he would continue discussions with Wiltshire 
Council about the secondary ploughing requirements for Winsley. 
It was suggested that a broader resilience plan, which had been considered previously, 
should be reconsidered in light of the experience of the Covid-19 pandemic. The plan 
should consider how the Parish Council would work with Wiltshire Council in resilience 
matters. Examples from other councils, such as Bradford on Avon would be considered 
along with information provided by the Wiltshire and Swindon Local Resilience Forum.  
Cllr Kidney agreed to liaise with Wiltshire Council’s Resilience Team.  
It was agreed that Cllr Berry would circulate an original draft of the broader Resilience 
Plan to councillors. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Kidney 
Cllr Berry 

76.  Highways  
76.1 Temporary Segregated Cycleway  
Cllr Kidney provided an update on the experimental cycleway scheme between Winsley 
and Downs View. Centre white lines had been added and additional signage had been 
put on the cycle lane. Cllr Kidney had asked for the gutters in the cycleway to be cleared 
of leaves. The temporary scheme would be evaluated after six months and residents 
could email comments to integrated.transport@wilts.gov.uk. He reiterated that the long-
term aspiration was to extend the pavement out to create a level shared space for 
pedestrians and cyclists and to remove the current temporary bollards. 
76.2 Consultation on Pavement Parking  
Councillors approved a response to the Government’s consultation on pavement parking, 
supporting an option to introduce legislative change to introduce a pavement parking 
prohibition throughout England. 
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77.  Footpaths 
Cllrs Berry, Fitzpatrick and Warren had met with the co-ordinator of the Murhill Bank 
Nature Reserve volunteers to discuss the possible installation of a handrail at the top of 
the steps leading into the reserve. The councillors suggested that work should also be 
undertaken to the steps and to stabilise the bench, noting that as the Parish Council was 
the landowner it had a duty of care to ensure that the access around the site was safe. 
The co-ordinator of Murhill Bank Nature Reserve had said that Nature Reserve volunteers 
would undertake works to ensure the continuing stability of the bench near the top steps.  
Noting that plans for installing a wooden handrail were near to completion and costs were 
minimal, councillors agreed that Cllrs Berry, Fitzpatrick and Warren should finalise the 
plans and costs and could then go ahead and install the handrail.  
Cllrs Berry, Fitzpatrick and Warren agreed to provide a plan of any repairs required to the 
wooden steps.  
The importance of the Nature Reserve as a local area of biodiversity was noted. Annual 
reports on the area had previously been provided by the volunteers and it was suggested 
an up-to-date report on the area could be included in the Weaver.  
Cllr Gilby agreed to contact the volunteer who had previously provided such reports to 
ask about the possibility of providing an update report.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllrs Berry, 
Fitzpatrick, 
Warren 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Gilby 

78.  Football Dug Outs 
The football dug outs on the Parish Council’s field near to Avonpark were in a poor state 
of repair and required removal, repair or replacement. It was proposed that the brickwork 
of the dug outs was sound and could be retained. Cllr Berry agreed to provide some 
sketches and costing of the proposed refurbishment. The Facilities Manager of Bradford 
Town Youth Football Club (BTYFC), who used the pitch on a regular basis, would be 
consulted about the proposal. BTYFC had suggested replacing the current dug outs with 
new plastic or wooden shelters. It was noted that the surface of the pitch might need 
improving and this would be discussed with BTYFC. The Bradford on Avon Area Board 
could be approached for funding to improve this important community asset.  
Cllrs Berry and Elstone had cleared some of the area around the football dug outs but 
noted that some additional maintenance was required.  

 
 
 
Cllr Berry 

79.  Community Plan 
Plans to undertake resident engagement about the possibility of undertaking a community 
plan earlier in the year had been delayed because of Covid-19. Councillors agreed it 
would be appropriate to look to re-start engagement with the community in the early part 
of 2021. It was agreed that an article would be submitted for inclusion in the January 
edition of the Weaver.  
Cllrs Berry and Sparrowhawk agreed to look into ways of engaging residents with a 
community plan and it was suggested that setting up an Advisory Group, to include 
members of the public, could be useful.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Berry / 
Sparrowhawk 

80.  Winsley Community Website 
Cllr Fitzpatrick reported on the Web Accessibility Regulations which had come into force 
in September 2020. Whilst much of the current Winsley Community website met the 
Regulations some aspects did not. An Accessibility Statement was required to outline 
what elements of the site did and did not meet the requirements.  
Cllr Fitzpatrick agreed to draft an Accessibility Statement, in liaison with the Clerk.  
Cllr Fitzpatrick reported that he would continue working on redeveloping the website, but 
ensuring that Accessibility Regulations were met wherever possible might mean a slight 
delay to the completion of the site.  

 
 
 
 
Cllr 
Fitzpatrick / 
Clerk 
 

81.  Update on the Winsley Forest Project 
Cllr Baddeley reported that more saplings from the Woodland Trust were arriving and by 
the end of the year 1000 saplings would have been planted in Winsley as part of the 
Winsley Forest project. A number of volunteers were helping with tree planting and a 
group of volunteers were working on the project in Turleigh.  
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Councillors considered a request from two residents for funding the planting of up to 9 
fruit trees in the churchyard. This proposal was part of a project to increase the 
biodiversity of this area. Noting the potential importance of churchyards as biodiverse 
areas, councillors supported the principal of the proposal and asked for costs to be 
brought forward.  

82.  Finance 
82.1 Councillors approved the following payments: 

• £742 Administration 
• £508.44 James Lock for grass cutting 
• £31.20 idverde for emptying dog waste bins 
• £240 PKF Littlejohn for external audit 
• £70 Village Hall hire 
• £144 Hiscox Engineering for repairs to the park gate 
• £40 Cllr Ed Gilby for the purchase of two wreaths 

82.2 The external audit had been completed for 2019/20 and the external auditors raised 
no issues with the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR). The excellent 
work undertaken by the Clerk in completing the AGAR was acknowledged. 

 

83.  Advisory Group Reports 
Maintenance: The pavement outside the shop was being replaced after the Parish 
Council had asked the landowner to undertake repairs to the broken slabs. 
Overhanging vegetation along the path from Tyning Road/Saxon Way and Bradford Road 
(Crossways path) would be cut back by James Lock in early November. 
Some shrubs and trees in the Village Garden would be cut back by James Lock.  
A resident had donated bulbs for planting in locations in the village. 
Village Hall: The Village Hall was shutting again in light of new Covid-19 restrictions.  

 

84.  Date of next meeting 
Tuesday 1 December 2020, 8.00pm 
 

 

 
Meeting ended 9.50pm. 


