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Winsley Parish Council 

Minutes of the meeting held on 1 December 2020 
8.00pm, meeting held remotely via Zoom 

 

Parish Councillors Present: Ed Gilby (Chair), Jane Baddeley, John Barnes, Ian Berry, Robin Davies, 
Paul Fitzpatrick, Zoe Elstone, Johnny Kidney, Linda Ladner, Ian Sparrowhawk, Richard Warren  
Apologies: None 
In attendance: Selina Jobson (Parish Clerk) 
Members of the Public: Three 

 
85.  Declarations of Interest 

None.  
 

86.  Minutes of Meeting 
The minutes of the meeting held on 3 November 2020 were signed as a true record. 

 
 

87.  Public Participation  
Members of the public were attending as representatives of Winsley Hill Traffic Action 
Group and Bradford Town Youth Football Club and it was agreed that their comments 
would be taken under the relevant agenda items.  

 

88.  Planning 
• 20/08967/FUL & 20/09554/LBC Marsh Mary Cottage, 269 Turleigh, BA15 2HF: 

Alterations to lower level extensions at rear of property, new flue on the main roof, 
replacing existing openings with painted wood windows & doors, installing a new 
rooflight, demolition of parts of internal walls which used to form the external rear wall. 
Changes were felt to be in keeping, with consistent materials applied. Pre-application 
advice had been sought and as long as Wiltshire Council’s Listed Building Consent 
Officer supported the application, no reasons for objecting to the application were 
identified.  
No objection. 

• 20/08962/FUL 174C Bradford Road, Winsley, BA15 2HN: Dropped kerb. 
No comment. 

• 20/09433/FUL 96 Winsley Hill, Limpley Stoke, BA2 7JL: Demolition of asbestos clad 
bungalow and replace with two storey dwelling. 
The applicant had sought pre-application advice and stated they had amended the 
original plans to take account of neighbours comments and points raised by Wiltshire 
planners. The property is located in a quiet, concealed area and the access 
statement focuses on the fact that the new building will not be very visible or higher 
than the original. ‘Green’ materials with energy saving features will be used and it is 
to be carbon neutral with heat pump heating and solar panels.  
No objection. 

• 20/09540/FUL 283 Green Lane, Turleigh, BA15 2HH: Addition of up and over garage 
door to an existing car port.  
No comment. 
 

 
 
 
 

89.  Winsley Hill Traffic Action Group (WHTAG) Update 
Councillors considered two options put forward by Winsley Hill Traffic Action Group aimed 
at improving pedestrian safety over the canal bridge at the bottom of Winsley Hill. The 
Chair of WHTAG confirmed that fundraising for a separate pedestrian bridge had been 
concluded because of the impact of Covid-19 on fundraising opportunities. The excellent 
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work of Cllr Ian Berry in supporting this project as a member of WHTAG was noted. 
WHTAG continued to campaign for safer pedestrian access over the canal bridge. 
Councillors did not support WHTAG’s plans for traffic calming measures on Winsley Hill, 
in light of comments made by Wiltshire Council’s Traffic Engineer and because of the 
potential significant costs involved. 
An alternative plan, suggested by Wiltshire Highway’s Traffic Engineer, was to install a 
pavement over the bridge. This would narrow the road, but it had been calculated that it 
would meet the minimum legal requirement. The side of the bridge parapet would need to 
be raised, either with a rail or by increasing the height of the bridge walls. Another 
member of WHTAG spoke to provide further details about raising the sides of the bridge. 
He identified a need for maintenance work on the bridge. The bridge was the 
responsibility of the Canal and Rivers Trust (CRT) and WHTAG had started conversations 
with them about this proposal.  
Councillors supported WHTAG’s investigation of installing a pavement over the canal 
bridge. The first action would be for WHTAG to liaise with the CRT to confirm what was 
possible in terms of raising the bridge walls. If a scheme was possible then the next steps 
would be to liaise with Wiltshire Highways about the highways implication of the scheme.  
WHTAG continued to campaign for a reduction in the speed limit on the B3108 and 
thanked Cllr Kidney for his ongoing campaigning on this issue.  
Double yellow lines would be installed below and above the canal bridge but these works 
were delayed due to Covid-19.  

90.  Football Field (near Avonpark Retirement Village) 
Councillors discussed a proposal that the Parish Council submit a grant application to the 
Bradford on Avon Area Board for a contribution towards improvements to the pitch 
surface and dug outs on the football field owned by the Parish Council. The Facilities 
Manager from Bradford Town Youth Football Club (BTYFC) spoke about the importance 
of the field as one of a number of pitches used by BTYFC for training and games. The 
current pitch surface was of poor quality which made it a difficult playing surface. BTYFC 
had received a quote for £2800 to repair the pitch surface and additional quotes were 
being sought.  
The dug outs were in a poor state and needed repair. Cllr Berry had put together costs of 
repair, of about £500, with the work to be undertaken by volunteers if possible.  
As the field was a Parish Council asset the costs of infrastructure, such as the pitch 
surface and the dug outs, were seen to be the responsibility of the Parish Council. 
Maintenance of the pitch during the playing season would be undertaken by BTYFC.  
Councillors agreed to submit a grant application to the Bradford on Avon Area Board for a 
contribution to the costs of pitch repairs and refurbishment of the dug outs.  
Whilst exact costs would not be known until further quotes had been received, Councillors 
agreed in principle to funding up to a third of the total costs of the project, up to a limit of 
£1500, with a grant request to be submitted to the Area Board for the remaining funds. 
Cllr Berry agreed to write the grant proposal.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Berry 

91.  Clerk’s Report 
It was noted that: 
• Cllr Baddeley would contact a resident about the writing of update reports on Murhill 

Bank Nature Reserve.  
• Cllr Berry had spoken to Wiltshire Council’s Enforcement Officer about concerns with 

the use of a farm field for storing rubble and other apparent waste items. The 
Enforcement Officer stated that if suspicious substances were identified then either 
they, or the Environment Agency, would follow this up.  

• A resident had reported the poor condition of the pavement surface in some areas of 
Winsley. This should be reported directly to Wiltshire Council through the MyWilts app 
or online tool.  

• Residents living adjacent to the field at the end of Northfields had raised concerns 
with the location of a new goalpost and the increase in balls being retrieved from their 
land. Cllrs Ladner and Sparrowhawk agreed to meet the residents.  

 
 
Cllr Baddeley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllrs Ladner 
Sparrowhawk 
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92.  Police Report 
The PCSO had provided a written report. Canvassers had been reported going door-to-
door in Winsley. Residents were reminded to only use reputable companies to undertake 
any work. The PCSO had visited the roads concerned to deter canvassers.  

 

93.  Unitary Authority Councillor Report 
Cllr Kidney reported on the following items:  
• Wiltshire Council’s Wellbeing Hub remained available to residents in need of 

additional support. 
• Wiltshire Council were holding another online, live public Covid-19 update meeting on 

8 December 2020. 
• A ‘Wiltshire Together Champions’ initiative had been launched by Wiltshire Council to 

create a network of people to provide accurate COVID-19 information.  
• Business Support Grants were still available. 
• Wiltshire Council were consulting on possible options to improve the A350 at 

Melksham, including a potential new bypass. Improvements to the A350 might reduce 
the volume of traffic using the A36. 

• A consultation on Wiltshire Council’s Local Plan Review would start in early 2021. 
This would consider likely housing requirements across the county. It was important 
that Winsley Parish Council engaged with the review and it was suggested that this 
should be made a standing item at future meetings.  

 
 

94.  Playground 
The annual playground inspection report was noted. No major issues had been identified. 
Some low risk issues, such as cleaning the equipment and improvements to the wooden 
bench, would be actioned when possible. 
Cllrs Ladner and Sparrowhawk and the Clerk had reviewed plans for the possible 
replacement of the activity trail equipment. Since these items were still usable they 
proposed changing the focus of these discussions to consider whether the installation of 
an item of equipment aimed at slightly older children might be a better option.  
It was agreed that Cllrs Ladner and Sparrowhawk should look into this and bring any 
proposals to a future meeting.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Ladner / 
Sparrowhawk 

95.  Northfields 
Costs for two plastic benches to be installed in the field at the end of Northfields were 
provided. These were for the installation of the bench into grass; if concrete bases were 
required this would make the total costs much higher. A quote was being sought. It was 
suggested that there were other options for base fittings. These would be looked into and 
a final quote brought to the next meeting.  
Details of a waste bin for installation here would be brought to the next meeting.  
Details of possible costs of a plastic picnic table for installation in the play park were also 
provided and it was agreed that this was a suitable replacement.  

 

96.  Resilience Plan 
Councillors considered a proposed Resilience Plan, that extended the scope of the 
current Parish Council Snow and Ice Plan. Councillors discussed whether a shorter, 
simpler plan might be more appropriate. To be useful a plan would need to address 
questions of who did what, when, how etc. Cllr Berry had arranged a meeting with 
Wiltshire Council’s Emergency Planning Team to discuss resilience planning for Winsley 
and how to form effective links with the Team and the Swindon and Wiltshire Local 
Resilience Forum.  
It was agreed that Cllrs Berry and Sparrowhawk would work on producing an action 
focused Resilience Plan.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Berry /  
Sparrowhawk 

97.  Precept 2021/22 
Councillors considered and agreed a budget for 2021/22.  
Based on the budget figures for 2021/22 Councillors considered and agreed that the 
precept for 2021/22 should remain unchanged at £28,000.  
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98.  Climate Change Advisory Group Update 
Cllrs Berry, Fitzpatrick and Warren reported on a BANES Climate Action Day that they 
had attended remotely. The day had focused on action planning. The Climate Change 
Advisory Group were meeting to discuss what climate actions could be taken in Winsley 
in the short and medium term and a report would be provided to the next meeting.  
Bath and West Community Energy had run a presentation event attended by members of 
Winsley, Limpley Stoke and Freshford Parish Councils. The not-for-profit organisation had 
explained how they work with parish and town councils on a range of projects involving 
the sustainable generation of energy.   

 
 
Climate 
Change Adv 
Group 
 

99.  Update on the Winsley Forest Project 
Cllr Baddeley reported that 1000 saplings had been planted in Winsley as part of the 
Winsley Forest project. The project had generated a very positive response, and a 
number of volunteers had helped with tree planting, including a group of volunteers 
working on the project in Turleigh. Ways of extending the project to undertake more 
specialised actions were being considered.  
Councillors agreed in principle to a request for funding the planting of up to 9 fruit trees in 
the churchyard.  

   
 

100.  Finance 
100.1 Councillors approved the following payments: 

• £646 Administration 
• £508.44 James Lock for grass cutting 
• £93.60 idverde for emptying dog waste bins 
• £885 James Lock for treeworks at Crossways path & the Village garden  
• £150 Playground Inspection Company for the annual inspection 

100.2 Councillors noted the following payment had been made: 
• £488.40 James Lock for installing goalposts and relaying turf 

100.3 Councillors noted the following receipt: 
• £86.05 fundraising for another defibrillator 

 

101.  Advisory Group Reports 
Maintenance: Overhanging vegetation along the path between Tyning Road/Saxon Way 
and Bradford Road (Crossways path) and shrubs in the Village Garden had been cut 
back by James Lock. 
Volunteers were sought for planting bulbs in locations around the village. 
Mr Godwin had been thanked for trimming hedgerows leading down to the canal and for 
clearing debris from paths. 
Vegetation from properties growing onto public footpaths and pavements continued to be 
a problem and residents were being approached about possible solutions in some cases.  
Finance: Whilst the Internal Auditor had completed the mandatory report for the 2019/20 
Annual Governance and Accountability Return, due to the impact of Covid-19 it had not 
been possible to complete an additional internal report for the Parish Council. Councillors 
agreed to pay the internal auditor £60 for his work for the Council in 2019/20.  
Highways and Transport Advisory Group: Wiltshire Council were consulting on the 
temporary cycleway and road reallocation schemes that had been installed in Wiltshire, 
including the scheme between Winsley and Downs View. A link to the consultation would 
be provided on the community website and on the Parish Council’s Facebook page. The 
consultation would end on 8 January 2021. It was agreed that a proposed response to 
this consultation from the Parish Council would be considered at the next meeting. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Highways & 
Transport 
Adv Group 

102.  Date of next meeting 
Tuesday 5 January 2021, 8.00pm. 
 

 

 
Meeting ended 10.05pm. 


