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Winsley Parish Council 

DRAFT Minutes of the meeting held on 5 January 2021 
8.00pm, meeting held remotely via Zoom 

 

Parish Councillors Present: Ed Gilby (Chair), Jane Baddeley, John Barnes, Ian Berry, Robin Davies, 
Paul Fitzpatrick, Zoe Elstone, Johnny Kidney, Linda Ladner, Ian Sparrowhawk, Richard Warren  
Apologies: None 
In attendance: Selina Jobson (Parish Clerk) 
Members of the Public: None 

 
103.  Declarations of Interest 

None.  
 

104.  Minutes of Meeting 
The minutes of the meeting held on 1 December 2020 were approved as a true 
record. 

 
 

105.  Public Participation  
No members of the public were in attendance.  

 

106.  Planning 
• 20/10464/TCA Manor Farm House, Winsley, BA15 2LN: Deodar Cedar (D1&D2) 

– fell to ground level. English Oak (O) – reduce upper canopy by 1.5m where 
branches encroach on roof and guttering. Cotoneaster (C) – thin by removing 
three stems and lightly prune crown, removing no more than 1.5m.  
The consultation for this application had now ended. 

 
 
 
 

107.  Clerk’s Report 
It was noted that: 
• Cllrs Ladner and Sparrowhawk had met with residents who lived adjacent to the 

field at the end of Northfields, to discuss issues with footballs going onto their 
land. The Parish Council would give consideration to planting some trees along 
the boundary of the field and their land.  

• Councillors considered quotes for the installation of two benches in the field at the 
end of Northfields. Benches could be installed directly into the grass, onto 
concrete slabs or onto FastDek, a recycled plastic base from the company 
supplying the benches. The costs of different options were considered, along with 
the benefits of each approach. Councillors agreed that the benches should be 
installed on a concrete base.  

• Cllr Sparrowhawk reported that it was not possible to repair the wooden bench in 
the play park as hoped, because the metal had become brittle and had broken 
when trying to remove the wooden slats for possible repair. Councillors agreed 
that a recycled plastic bench should be purchased to replace this bench. 

• Cllrs Berry and Warren had installed a wooden handrail at the top of Murhill Bank 
Nature Reserve and they were thanked for their work on this. 

• The national Census would take place on 21 March 2021. The Census would be 
undertaken online and parish councils were asked to help in raising awareness.  
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108.  Police Report 
The Police Community Support Officer (PCSO) had provided a written report. There 
had been two reported thefts in Winsley: a 12ft Ifor Williams trailer and a parcel which 
had been left outside. 

 

109.  Unitary Authority Councillor Report 
Councillors received the Unitary Councillor’s Report from Cllr Kidney. 
The next stage of the consultation on Wiltshire Council’s Local Plan Review would 
take place from 13 January to 9 March 2021. The Local Plan will set out where new 
homes, employment space and infrastructure will be delivered in Wiltshire in the 
period to 2036. It will look at other issues including how Wiltshire Council’s planning 
policies could address climate change. Comments made during the consultation 
would help shape the Plan before decisions on housing allocation, employment and 
other infrastructure were taken. 
Winsley Parish Council would respond to the consultation and at least one councillor 
would attend an online briefing by Wiltshire Council on 25 January 2021. The Parish 
Council would consider what, if any, local housing requirements there were likely to 
be in Winsley up to 2036 and any possible sites for housing should be identified. Cllr 
Kidney had asked a Wiltshire Neighbourhood Planning Officer to contact the Parish 
Council to provide some advice.  
It was agreed that the process for drawing up a response to the Local Plan Review 
consultation would be considered at the next Parish Council meeting, with a 
proposed response brought to the March Parish Council meeting. 
Cllr Kidney reported that Wiltshire Council was holding a Covid-19 update online 
briefing at 7pm on 6 January 2021; the link to this had been put on the Parish 
Council’s Facebook page.  

 
 

110.  Response to the Consultation on the Segregated Cycleway and Footway 
between Winsley and Bradford on Avon 
Councillors considered and agreed a response to Wiltshire Council’s consultation on 
road reallocation schemes in relation to the segregated cycleway and footway 
between Winsley & Bradford on Avon. Councillors supported the temporary scheme 
being made permanent by building out the pavement to create a wider, shared 
pedestrian footway and cycleway, and the reduction in the speed limit to 40mph. 

 
 
 

111.  Climate Emergency Proposal 
Councillors approved a proposal accepting that there was a Climate Emergency and 
an Ecological Emergency and that the Parish Council would develop an action plan to 
contribute to wider climate change mitigation actions. It was agreed that the Climate 
Change Advisory Group would consider what actions it was possible for the Parish 
Council to take and to bring an action plan to a future meeting.  

 
 
 
Climate 
Change 
Adv Group 

112.  Nature Reserves 
Councillors received reports from volunteers about the Murhill Bank Nature Reserve 
and Little Ashley Ponds. The work of the volunteers and the importance of these 
areas to Winsley were recognised. It was agreed that Cllr Gilby would act as the 
liaison between the Parish Council and the Murhill Bank Nature Reserve volunteers. 

 
 
 
 

113.  Highways and Transport Advisory Group 
Councillors received an update from the Highways and Transport Advisory Group, 
including updates from the Community Area Traffic Group meeting on 21 December 
2020.  
Continued Illegal parking on and above the canal bridge on the B3108 was reported, 
blocking the footpath and forcing pedestrians into the road. The Clerk agreed to 
report this to the PCSO. The installation of double yellow lines here was still delayed 
because of the impact of Covid-19 restrictions. It was noted that this stretch of the 
B3108 would be closed for roadworks on 25 and 26 January 2021. 

 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
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Wiltshire Council had stated that they would not consider a proposal from the Parish 
Council, in conjunction with Avonpark Retirement Village, to add the footpaths 
through Murhill Wood and from Murhill up to Quarry Close to the definitive map 
(making them public footpaths) because of possible detrimental effects on the 
surrounding bat habitats. Cllr Fitzpatrick was thanked for his work on this project. 

114.  Finance 
114.1 Councillors approved the following payments: 

• £646 Administration 
• £31.20 idverde for emptying dog waste bins 

114.2 To note that the following payments had been made since the last meeting: 
• £10.65 Ian Sparrowhawk for a replacement lock for the Turleigh noticeboard 
• £34.32 Ian Berry for materials for the new handrail 

 

115.  Advisory Group Reports 
None. 

 
 

116.  Date of next meeting 
Tuesday 5 February 2021, 8.00pm. 
 

 

 
Meeting ended 9.05pm. 

 


