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Auction of Land at the End of Northfield 

The land at the end of Northfield appeared on Rightmove for auction on 12 February 2021. The 
auction is due to take place on 10 March 2021. The guide price is listed as £7500. 

Background 

The ownership of the land was retained by the original builders of the estate, Alfred Robinson. Alfred 
Robinson has been a dormant company for some time and their assets were, until last year, being 
looked after by Aggregate Industries. In 2020 Aggregate Industries sold all Alfred Robinson assets to 
Legacy Land Holdings, including the land at the end of Northfield.  

The land has been used as a playing field by the community since the Tyning estate was built in the 
late 1960s. Records indicate that the Parish Council has been involved in the maintenance of the 
land throughout this time. Previous councillors recall that the PC put an original goalpost in the field 
in the mid-1970s. When the goalpost recently broke the PC replaced this with two new goalposts, 
following requests from local residents.  

The land is within the Green Belt and outside the settlement boundary. Although Wiltshire Council 
have confirmed the land is not listed in the record of Common Land held by Wiltshire Council, 
they’ve confirmed it lies within a C3 Special Landscape Area – protection just below AONB which was 
applied when the old District Council existed – and still carries significant weight. The view of a 
Senior Team Leader of Development Management at Wiltshire Council is that it would be extremely 
difficult for anyone to develop this land.  

Updates 

The PC is exploring all options to ensure this land remains a protected community asset.  

• The PC continues to liaise with Wiltshire Council to establish if there are any other designations 
on this land which could offer additional protection, e.g. the existence of a ‘Section 34’ 
agreement.  

• A previous PC Chair recalls that a letter was signed by West Wiltshire District Council, probably 
around 1973, confirming the land for use as a children’s playing field. Both Wiltshire Council and 
the PC are looking for this document in archives. Arrangements are being made to retrieve 
archived PC documents early next week. 

• The PC has been in contact with both the auctioneer and the seller to make the current situation 
clear. Further liaison will take place as required ahead of the auction date.  

• Two residents have come forward to offer some legal advice.  

• General advice has been provided by the Open Spaces Society and the Wiltshire Association of 
Local Councils.  

• A similar situation arose with the auction of land in Becky Addy Woods, with the community 
undertaking a successful purchase of the land. Those involved have been contacted for advice. 

• An Area Board Grant application has been submitted to help raise additional funds if required.  

 
Some additional avenues are being pursued but at this time the PC feels these should be considered 
under closed business as these actions are deemed to be of a ‘commercially sensitive nature’.  

 


