
Proposals for Taking Further Actions Relating to the Playing Field at Northfield 
25 March 2021 
 
Proposals 
1) That consideration is given to setting up either a Working Group or Sub-Committee, 
consisting of three councillors, the Clerk and a resident nominated from the community to 
oversee further actions in relation to protecting the playing field. Details to be confirmed at 
the next Parish Council meeting. 
2) That the Council agrees to pay for initial legal advice on the Council’s Town and Village 
Green (TVG) Application and any other legal processes that might be applicable here.  
3) That the Council agrees a maximum budget to cover any additional legal fees arising.  
 
Current situation 
The Parish Council continues to pursue the registration of the Northfield Playing Field as a 
Village Green and will undertake any other actions to try to ensure it remains a community 
playing field. To reiterate, the field lies within the Green Belt, is outside of the Winsley 
Settlement Area and has C3 Special Landscape designation. 
The Parish Council is awaiting the outcome of its nomination of the field as an Asset of 
Community Value. This nomination is being considered by Wiltshire Council and it’s not 
envisaged that any further work by the Parish Council will be required. According to Wiltshire 
Council, a decision on the nomination should be reached by 28 April 2021. 
The Parish Council does not yet know who has bought the field. 
 
Further Actions 
 
Working Group or Sub Committee: It is proposed that consideration is given to setting up 
either a Working Group or Sub Committee and that a formal proposal is brought to the next 
meeting. To Working Group or Sub Committee would consist of up to three Councillors, the 
Clerk and a resident nominated from within the community and residing within the immediate 
area of the Playing Field. The Group/Sub Committee would identify and oversee actions that 
need undertaking and ask for support from councillors as required. They would provide 
informal updates as necessary, and formal reports to Parish Council meetings.  
 
Village Green: Further evidence needs to be submitted to reinforce the Village Green 
application made to Wiltshire Council on 1 March 2021. This includes securing additional 
evidence statements, securing written letters from those who’ve provided emailed 
statements and finding and copying evidence from Parish Council minutes. 
The Clerk spoke to a resident involved in the Church Field TVG submission in Hilperton and 
a number of useful points were made.  
The Parish Council has joined the Open Spaces Society for any additional help they may be 
able to provide. They have stated that they would review this case in light of any objections 
being raised.  
 
Legal Advice: Several councillors, the Clerk and a resident had an online meeting with 
solicitors who recommended writing a legal ‘letter of claim’ to the current and potential new 
owners of the land to state the Parish Council’s claim to the land. The cost was estimated to 
be between £2000 to £2500. If the current/new owner did not accept the Parish Council’s 
claim then the next step to be considered would be court action, with costs estimated at 
£15,000. All councillors were consulted on this proposal but given the costs and risk involved 
that the current/new owner would not respond to the claim councillors did not consider this 
an appropriate course of action for the Parish Council.  



 
 
Several solicitors have been approached about providing legal advice on the Parish 
Council’s TVG application and any further actions that the Parish Council might consider 
taking. The Parish Council’s insurance company were contacted as they provide some legal 
support, but they confirmed they could not help in this situation.  
 
In summary:  
• McCloys: They are too busy to take on this work until the summer, but could recommend 

a colleague at Withykings.  
• Goughs: They have been contacted. TBC 
• Ashfords: They are able to provide a solicitor with experience in TVG applications, at an 

approximate cost of £1,500–1,750+VAT, for an initial review of evidence, conference 
call, site visit and a confirmatory advice note.  

 
Proposals on Legal Advice 
1. The Parish Council agrees to appoint Ashfords solicitors for the purpose of examining its 

TVG application, advising on any further steps required and on any other legal actions 
that could be considered in this case. 

2. The Parish Council agrees to pay up to £1750+VAT for this initial case review by 
Ashfords.  

3. The Parish Council agrees to commit a total sum of up to £5,000 to be spent on legal 
fees in support of the TVG application and any other applicable legal advice or actions. 
Should legal costs exceed this agreed amount then further consideration would need to 
be given at a full council meeting as to whether continuing to pursue legal action is still in 
the interests of the community given the costs involved.    
 
 

 


