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Winsley Parish Council 

DRAFT Minutes of the Extraordinary Meeting held on 25 March 2021 
8.00pm, meeting held remotely via Zoom 

 

Parish Councillors Present: Ed Gilby (Chair), John Barnes, Ian Berry, Robin Davies, Zoe Elstone, 
Linda Ladner, Ian Sparrowhawk 
Apologies: Jane Baddeley, Paul Fitzpatrick, Johnny Kidney, Richard Warren  
In attendance: Selina Jobson (Parish Clerk) 
Members of the Public: Eleven 

 
161.  Declarations of Interest 

None.  
 

162.  Land at the End of Northfield 
162.1 Update on Parish Council Activities  
Updates were received on Parish Council activities since the last meeting:  
• The land was bought at auction by an unknown bidder for £65,500; 
• Further advice had been received on pursuing an adverse possession 

claim. This approach was considered likely to incur substantial legal fees 
which might be difficult for the Parish Council to fund. Given the strength of 
evidence required and the likely legal challenge to such a claim there was 
no certainty that the Parish Council’s claim would be upheld. An adverse 
possession claim was not, therefore, being pursued at this time;  

• The outcome of the Asset of Community Value nomination would be 
determined by Wiltshire Council by 28 April 2021; 

• Additional evidence continued to be collated for the Town and Village 
Green (TVG) application.  

162.2 Consideration of Quotes for Legal Advice  
Three companies had been approached about providing legal advice on the 
Parish Council’s TVG application and any other legal procedures that might 
apply in this situation. Two companies were not in a position to advise the 
Council at this time. A third company had experience of a TVG application and 
was available to provide advice. They had quoted costs of between £1500-
£1750+VAT for an initial case review, including a meeting and production of an 
advice note. Concern was raised that only one quote had been provided. It was 
confirmed that three quotes had been sought, although only one had been 
provided, and that the Parish Council’s Financial Standing Orders did not 
require three quotes for specialist services such as solicitors. 
Councillors agreed to appoint Ashford’s solicitors to undertake an initial review 
of the Council’s TVG application and advise on any other legal action that 
could be taken, for a cost of between £1500-£1750+VAT.  
The Chair would contact the Ashfords to ask them to start as soon as possible.  
Councillors considered a proposal to set up either a Working Group or Sub 
Committee of three councillors, a resident living in, or close to, Northfield and 
the Clerk to oversee and coordinate actions in relation to protecting the land at 
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the end of Northfield. After significant discussion Cllrs Baddeley, Gilby and 
Sparrowhawk were nominated to look into this proposal for consideration at the 
April meeting. A resident at the meeting indicated that they would be happy to 
work with councillors but noted that there might be other residents who wanted 
to take on this role.  

Cllrs Gilby, 
Baddeley, 
Sparrowhawk 

163.  Public Participation  
Five members of the public spoke and the following points were raised: 
• Whether free legal advice was available from Wiltshire Council’s solicitors. 

The Clerk confirmed that Wiltshire Council, and other organisations, had 
been approached about this. In all cases organisations had responded to 
say they were able to provide general advice but would not advise on the 
specifics of this case. 

• Whether it was possible for the Parish Council to own the land since it was 
in private ownership. It was confirmed that the Parish Council wanted to 
protect the land as a community playing field and that a successful 
designation as a Village Green would not change the ownership of the land, 
but would protect its use.   

• That as councillors were due to be re-elected in May 2021 there could be a 
change in councillors taking this matter forward from May. 

• Concerns that the new owner might construct fences around the field 
preventing its use.  

• That the Council should focus on progressing actions rather than focusing 
on discussing the details of processes. 

• That action should be taken quickly to contact the potential new owner 
before the sale of land was completed. It was felt that if the potential new 
owner became aware of the difficulties with using this land for any other 
purpose other than community recreation then they might be deterred from 
completing the purchase. In response it was stated that the contract would 
have been exchanged on the day of the auction and therefore the 
successful bidder would not be able to withdraw from the purchase 
afterwards without financial penalty.  

 

164.  Date of next meeting 
Tuesday 6 April 2021, 8.00pm. 
 

 

 
Meeting ended 8.55pm. 

 


