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Winsley Parish Council 

Minutes of the meeting held on 2 March 2021 
8.00pm, meeting held remotely via Zoom 

 

Parish Councillors Present: Ed Gilby (Chair), Jane Baddeley, John Barnes, Ian Berry, Robin Davies, 
Paul Fitzpatrick, Zoe Elstone, Johnny Kidney, Linda Ladner, Ian Sparrowhawk, Richard Warren 
Apologies: None 
In attendance: Selina Jobson (Parish Clerk) 
Members of the Public: Twelve 

 
138.  Declarations of Interest 

None.  
 

139.  Minutes of Meeting 
The minutes of the meeting held on 2 February 2021 were approved as a true 
record. 

 
 

140.  Public Participation  
Members of the public were attending because of their interest in the auction of 
land at the end of Northfield and it was agreed to take any comments after this 
agenda item. 

 

141.  Planning 
• 21/01783/TCA 4 Millbourn Close, BA15 2NN: Tree (unknown species), Fell.  

No comment.  
• 21/01332/TCA The Lyns, Turleigh, BA15 2HG: T1 Acer negundo, Fell. T2 

Contorted Willow in decline, Fell. T3 Beech tree (small tree), Fell. T4 Yew 
cut back lateral branches by approx 2m. 
No comment.  

 
 
 

 

142.  Police Report 
A report had been received from PCSO Wallace. Warning notices had been put 
on cars parked illegally by the canal bridge on the B3108.   

 
 
 

143.  Unitary Authority Councillor Report 
Councillors received the Unitary Councillor’s Report from Cllr Kidney, noting:  
• The Bath Clean Air Zone would start on 15 March 2021. Any impact on local 

traffic flows would be monitored.  
• Wiltshire Council had approved its budget for 2021/22. 
• Wiltshire Council had received £23m from central Government for highways 

improvements.   
• Lateral Flow testing sites were now open for Wiltshire residents who had to 

go into work and wanted to be tested for Covid.  
• Local businesses were receiving grants from Wiltshire Council to provide 

financial assistance during Covid restrictions.  
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144.  Land for Auction at the End of Northfield 
An update on Parish Council activities in response to the proposed auction of 
the land at the end of Northfield was provided:  
• A Town and Village Green application had been submitted to Wiltshire 

Council & additional evidence was being sought; 
• There was continuing liaison with Wiltshire Council about any relevant 

documents they might hold in relation to the land; 
• An application to nominate the land as an Asset of Community Value was 

being prepared; 
• The Parish Council had agreed an amount of Parish Council funds that 

could be committed to purchasing the land if required; 
• An Area Board grant application from the Parish Council was being 

considered by the Bradford on Avon Area Board the following day; 
• Consideration was being given as to how the Parish Council would engage 

with an auction process if necessary; 
• Liaison with the auctioneers and seller was ongoing. 

 

145.  Public Participation 
Residents spoke to raise a number of points in relation to the auction of land at 
the end of Northfield, including: 
• Concerns about the number of people who had been seen viewing the land 

and possible future uses of the land;  
• The need for the Parish Council to complete the buyers’ registration process 

well ahead of the auction date and to consider the logistics of how to bid. 
• Whether it was possible for the Parish Council to arrange a loan to buy the 

land.  
An informal meeting of Councillors and residents on the land was arranged.  

 

146.  Winsley Hill Traffic Action Group (WHTAG) Update 
Councillors had received update reports from WHTAG, including responses 
from the Highways and Transport Advisory Group to points made.  
The Chair of WHTAG spoke to report on a number of points:  
• The Canal and Rivers Trust had stated that any proposal to add a rail to the 

canal bridge to enable the creation of a narrow pavement was unlikely to be 
accepted.  

• The pedestrian pavement between the canal and the river bridge had 
improved pedestrian safety, but WHTAG reported on the difficulties in 
progressing other schemes which aimed to improve safety on this stretch of 
road. 

• Given these difficulties, the Trustees had decided to close the charitable 
company Bridge@175 with remaining funds dispersed according to Charity 
Commission guidelines.  

• £1000 would be returned to Winsley Parish Council and WHTAG requested 
that this was ring-fenced for improvements such as additional signage in this 
area.  

The Chair thanked WHTAG for their work on safety improvement in this area, 
and Dr Waters for her work as Chair of WHTAG. 
The Chair of WHTAG thanked the Parish Council for their support and Cllr Berry 
for his work as a member of WHTAG. 
WHTAG would continue to campaign for improved road safety on the B3108.  
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147.  Local Plan Review Consultation 
Councillors received a proposed submission to Wiltshire Council’s Local Plan 
Review consultation, drafted by the Planning Advisory Group. Responses were 
proposed to the sections on Empowering Rural Communities and Addressing 
Climate Change and Biodiversity Net Gain.  
Councillors approved the response to the Local Plan Consultation, for 
submission by the deadline of 9 March 2021.  

 
 

148.  Annual Parish Meeting 
Current regulations, in place until 7 May 2021, allowed Annual Parish Meetings 
(APM) to be held virtually. It was not yet clear what the legislative situation 
would be after the 7 May 2021.  
The APM could be used as a way of promoting engagement with a possible 
Community or Neighbourhood Plan. 
It was agreed that a virtual APM, in a webinar style, would be held in April. Cllr 
Berry to investigate running the event online and Cllr Barnes to provide a 
summary report of the Parish Council’s year.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Barnes / 
Berry 

149.  Local Elections 2021 
Local Unitary and Parish elections would take place on Thursday 6 May 2021. 
The nomination and election of local parish councillors would be publicised.  

 
 
Clerk 

150.  Date of May 2021 Meeting 
Noting that the first meeting after the May election must be held within 14 days 
of councillors taking up their positions, it was agreed that the date of the May 
meeting would be moved from 4 May to 18 May 2021.   

 
 
 

151.  Finance 
151.1 Councillors approved the following payments: 

• £646 Administration 
• £31.20 idverde for emptying dog waste bins 
• £13.20 John Barnes OS Map for TVG application 
• £36.00 WALC for Accessible Documents training 

151.2 Councillors noted that the following payments had been made since the 
last meeting: 

• £440 James Lock for bases for benches   
• £940.56 Wiltshire Council for overpayment of CIL monies 

151.3 Councillors noted the following receipts: 
• £500 Pure Planet donation for purchase of trees 
• £1895.41 Area Board Grant for football field improvements 

 

152. Clerk’s Report 
It was noted that: 
• As agreed at the February meeting, quotes for the Parish Council’s grass 

maintenance contract had been forwarded to all councillors and it had been 
agreed to engage James Lock on a 2-year contract.  

• The potential purchase of new benches or playground equipment was on 
hold because of the situation with the land at the end of Northfield.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

153.  Highways and Transport Advisory Group Report 
A report was received from the Highways and Transport Advisory Group, 
including a report on the last Community Action Transport Group meeting. 
There was still no date for agreed yellow lines to be added to the B3108 by the 
canal bridge as staff had been re-located to Covid related work. A review of the 
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B3108 by the Dane Rise/Hartley Farm junction area would not be undertaken 
until social distancing rules were relaxed.   

154.  Advisory Group Reports 
Climate Change Advisory Group: Councillors received a Climate Change action 
plan. This would evolve and more ideas would be added. A report on actions 
would be submitted every other month. Councillors agreed that a separate 
Climate Change webpage could be set up on the Community website.  
Identification of any verges that could be left wild would need to be undertaken 
soon and reported to Wiltshire Council.  
Maintenance Advisory Group: The bench at the junction near Dorothy House 
would be repaired. Roots raising the pedestrian tarmac had been reported to 
Wiltshire Council but Wiltshire Council did not consider the problem to be 
significant enough to warrant action.  

 
 

155.  Date of next meeting 
Tuesday 6 April 2021, 8.00pm. 
 

 

 
Meeting ended 9.55pm. 

 


