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Winsley Parish Council 

Minutes of the Extraordinary Meeting held on 8 March 2021 
5.00pm, meeting held remotely via Zoom 

 

Parish Councillors Present: Ed Gilby (Chair), Jane Baddeley, John Barnes, Ian Berry, Robin Davies, 
Paul Fitzpatrick, Zoe Elstone, Johnny Kidney, Linda Ladner, Ian Sparrowhawk, Richard Warren 
Apologies: None 
In attendance: Selina Jobson (Parish Clerk) 
Members of the Public: Eleven 

 
156.  Declarations of Interest 

None.  
 

157.  Exclusion of the Press and Public 
Councillors agreed to exercise their right to exclude the public and press from a 
closed meeting due to the commercially sensitive nature of the item to be 
discussed pursuant to section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) 
Act 1960 in relation to agenda item 6c, relating to the possible purchase of land at 
the end of Northfield. 

 

158.  Public Participation  
Members of the public were attending because of their interest in the auction of 
land at the end of Northfield and it was agreed to take any comments after this 
agenda item. 

 

159.  Land at the End of Northfield 
159.1 Update on Parish Council Activities  
Updates were received on Parish Council activities since the last meeting:  

• An Asset of Community Value nomination had been submitted to Wiltshire 
Council to list the land at the end of Northfield. Although this would not be in 
place for this sale, if approved if would mean that in any future sale the seller 
would have to give the Parish Council the opportunity to buy the land; 

• Archived Minutes from Parish Council meetings were being reviewed for 
additional evidence for the Town and Village Green application; 

• The Parish Council’s Area Board grant fund application had been successful 
and a grant of £2800 awarded towards the purchase of the land. If 
unsuccessful the funds would be returned;   

• In addition to Parish Council and Area Board grant funds, residents were also 
fundraising to contribute to one combined bid. John Strike was thanked for his 
work in organising this; 

• The Parish Council had put a direct bid to the seller but this had not been 
accepted;  

• Wiltshire Council had provided evidence from the early 1990s about the 
ownership of the land; 

• The Wiltshire Times had been contacted and had put out an article about the 
sale of the land and the community’s efforts to retain the field as a playing field; 

• Arrangements for the Parish Council to participate in the auction were in place.   
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159.2 To consider any further actions to be taken by the Parish Council in 
relation to the attempt to purchase the land at the end of Northfield. 
As agreed, the Chair closed the meeting and all members of the public left.  
The Council agreed: 
• That a second, higher offer be put to the seller in an attempt to buy the land 

direct from the seller ahead of the auction; 
• That funds from the Parish Council (up to the previously agreed maximum 

amount), the Area Board and from community fundraising would be combined 
to finance one community bid; 

• That McCloy solicitors would review the legal pack from the auctioneer ahead 
of the sale. 

160.  Date of next meeting 
Tuesday 6 April 2021, 8.00pm. 
 

 

 
Meeting ended 5.50pm. 

 


