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Winsley Parish Council 

Minutes of the meeting held on 2 February 2021 
8.00pm, meeting held remotely via Zoom 

 

Parish Councillors Present: Ed Gilby (Chair), Jane Baddeley, John Barnes, Ian Berry, Robin Davies, 
Paul Fitzpatrick, Zoe Elstone, Johnny Kidney, Linda Ladner, Ian Sparrowhawk 
Apologies: Richard Warren 
In attendance: Selina Jobson (Parish Clerk) 
Members of the Public: One 

 
117.  Declarations of Interest 

None.  
 

118.  Minutes of Meeting 
The minutes of the meeting held on 5 January 2021 were approved as a true record. 

 
 

119.  Public Participation  
The member of the public wanted to speak on planning application 20/11280/FUL 
and it was agreed to take their comments under this agenda item. 

 

120.  Planning 
• 20/10724/FUL 6 Tyning Road, BA15 2JJ: Front porch, wrap-around single 

storey rear extension and loft conversion.  
No comment. 

• 20/11280/FUL 9 Dane Rise, BA15 2NB: Demolition of rear extensions. 
Construction of wrap-around side / rear extension, two storey front extension 
and loft conversion.   
The applicant spoke to provide a summary of their planning application and to 
answer any questions from councillors.  
No comment. 

 
 
 
 

 Clerk’s Report 
It was noted that: 
• The Parish Council had been successful in its grant application to the Bradford 

on Avon Area Board, receiving £1895 towards improvements to the pitch and 
dugouts on the football field near Avonpark. Cllr Berry was thanked for his work 
in submitting and presenting the proposal.  

• A report from Winsley Hill Traffic Action Group (WHTAG) had been circulated to 
all councillors. WHTAG had received informal advice that making amendments 
to the canal bridge parapet, necessary to enable the creation of a pavement, 
would be difficult because of its Listed Building status. WHTAG had therefore 
asked the Parish Council to reconsider their traffic calming scheme. It was 
agreed that members of the Highways and Transport Advisory Group would 
liaise with WHTAG before the next meeting.  

• A quote for a possible new piece of equipment in the playpark had been 
received, at around £14,000. Further consideration would be given to possible 
options. 

• The Clerk had recently circulated three quotes for two new benches in the field 
at the end of Northfields and for two replacement benches in the playpark. 
Councillors had not had enough time to give these proper consideration. It was 
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agreed that councillors should review the quotes and email the Clerk with their 
preferred option by the end of the week, in order for benches to be ordered. 
Concrete bases for the benches in the field at the end of Fieldins were being 
installed this week.  

• Work on the Resilience Plan was ongoing. 
• To date, few residents had expressed interest in helping to take forward a 

proposed Community Plan. Cllr Kidney reported that in light of recent advice 
from Wiltshire Council the Parish Council should consider whether it would be 
appropriate to undertake a Neighbourhood Plan.  

• Two residents had raised matters relating to footpaths and Cllr Fitzpatrick 
reported he would undertake an audit of footpaths in the Spring. Problems with 
footpaths could be reported via the MyWilts app. 

All cllrs 

121.  Police Report 
No report had been received. PCSO Wallace had agreed to look at dangerous 
parking by the canal bridge on the B3108. The Clerk was asked to follow this up as 
dangerous parking continued to be a problem.  

 
 
 
Clerk 

122.  Unitary Authority Councillor Report 
Councillors received the Unitary Councillor’s Report from Cllr Kidney, noting:  
• Wiltshire Council had published the outcomes of its cycleway survey, with 67% 

of respondents supporting the scheme between Winsley and Bradford on Avon. 
Cllr Kidney would work with Wiltshire Council to ensure local views were taken 
into account when designing a permanent scheme.  

• Noting it was Children’s Mental Health week, it was reported that Wiltshire 
Council had launched a new page of mental health advice and practical support 
for parents and carers: onyourmind.org.uk. 

• BoA Youth continued to run online activities and to offer one-to-one support for 
young people.  

• Wiltshire Council had outlined its budget for 2021/22. 
• Wiltshire Council had announced an 80% reduction in its carbon footprint since 

2014.  

 
 

123.  Local Plan Review Consultation 
The importance of the Parish Council responding to this consultation was noted. 
The Review included issues that could impact Winsley such as the number of new 
houses required in the area, changes to planning policies to reflect the climate 
emergency and the Green Belt. Wiltshire Council had held online events providing 
further information about the consultation. 
It was agreed that the Planning Advisory Group would prepare a response to the 
consultation for consideration at the next Parish Council meeting, for submission 
ahead of the 9 March 2021 deadline. 
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124.  Website Redevelopment 
124.1 Cllr Fitzpatrick was aiming to complete the redevelopment of the website 
ready for it to ‘go live’ by no later than the end of March. The content of the site 
would then be reviewed. 
124.2 Councillors approved a Web Accessibility Statement, based on the 
Government’s template, for inclusion on the website.  

 

125.  Climate Change Action Group 
125.1 Councillors Baddeley, Kidney and Warren would identify verges in Winsley 
which might be suitable to leave unmown in order to encourage greater biodiversity. 
125.2 Councillors received an update on the Winsley Forest Project, noting that: 

• Another 840 saplings were due to arrive from the Woodland Trust, with half 
of these to be planted by the Turleigh volunteer group; 
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• Willow cuttings had been donated and planted along the boundary of the 
field at the end of Northfields with the long-term aim of creating a hedge; 

• Local energy company Pure Planet had said they would donate £500 to the 
Winsley Forest Project in lieu of Christmas gifts to their employees. Cllr 
Baddeley was liaising with Pure Planet to confirm planting details.  

125.3 The Climate Change Advisory Group had held an online meeting and an 
Action Plan was being drafted.  

126.  Communications Policy 
Councillors approved an amendment to the Communications Policy, setting out how 
the Parish Council would respond to any disrespectful or inappropriate comments 
made on social media about the Parish Council.  

 
 
 
 

127.  Contract for Grass Maintenance  
The Parish Council grass maintenance contract was due for renewal. One quote, 
from the current contractor, had been received. The Clerk had contacted a number 
of other companies for quotes, but had only received one expression of interest to 
date. The contract started in March so the Clerk would circulate any further quotes 
to councillors for a decision to be agreed in the next two weeks. 

 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

128.  Budget Update 
Councillors received an update on Parish Council spending compared to the budget 
for 2020/21. Less had been spent than originally budgeted as Covid-19 restrictions 
had impacted some Parish Council projects. 

 
 

129.  Finance 
129.1 Councillors approved the following payments: 

• £646 Administration 
• £31.20 idverde for emptying dog waste bins 

129.2 Councillors noted the following payment made since the last meeting: 
• £144 Clook internet for hosting the website  

 

130.  Advisory Group Reports 
A report was received from the Maintenance Advisory Group. 

 
 

131.  Date of next meeting 
Tuesday 2 March 2021, 8.00pm. 
 

 

 
Meeting ended 9.25pm. 

 


