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Winsley Parish Council 

Minutes of the meeting held on 25 February 2021 
8.00pm, meeting held remotely via Zoom 

 

Parish Councillors Present: Ed Gilby (Chair), John Barnes, Ian Berry, Robin Davies, Paul 
Fitzpatrick, Zoe Elstone, Johnny Kidney, Linda Ladner, Ian Sparrowhawk, Richard Warren 
Apologies: Jane Baddeley 
In attendance: Selina Jobson (Parish Clerk) 
Members of the Public: Sixteen 

 
132.  Declarations of Interest 

None.  
 

133.  Minutes of Meeting 
The minutes of the meeting held on 2 February 2021 were approved as a true 
record. 

 
 

134.  Exclusion of the Press and Public 
Councillors agreed to exercise their right to exclude the public and press from a 
closed meeting due to the commercially sensitive nature of the item to be 
discussed pursuant to section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) 
Act 1960 in relation to agenda item 6c, consideration of an amount the Parish 
Council might be willing to spend on purchasing land at the end of Northfield. 

 

135.  Public Participation  
Residents spoke about the auction of land currently used as a playing field at the 
end Northfield. Comments made included:  

• Residents supported the Parish Council in exploring all options for ensuring the 
land remained in its current use as a community playing field;  

• That the playing field was an important area of community recreational space 
and this had been highlighted with increased use during Covid restrictions; 

• A previous councillor recalled that in the early 1970s a document had been 
signed between the Parish Council and County Council about the field and this 
might confirm the use of the land as amenity land; 

• A resident adjacent to the land reported that property deeds did not show any 
covenant on this land;  

• The monetary value of the land was questioned and whether a valuation of the 
land had been sought; 

• Whether the Parish Council would consider putting an offer to the seller to 
attempt to buy the land directly without going to auction; 

• That residents were interested in working with the Parish Council to purchase 
the land, with possible help with fundraising. 

• That there was limited time in which to address this issue given the auction 
date of 10 March 2021. 

 

136.  Land at the End of Northfield 
136.1 Update on Parish Council Activities  
It was confirmed that the playing field land at the end of Northfield was within the 
Green Belt and outside the settlement boundary. Wiltshire Council had confirmed 
that the District Council had designated the land ‘C3 Special Landscape Area’, 
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protection which is just below AONB and carries significant weight. Wiltshire 
Council had confirmed that the land was not listed in the record of Common Land. 
Given the designations in place on the land it was considered that it would be 
extremely difficult for this land to be developed.  
Updates were received on Parish Council activities since the land at the end of the 
Northfield had been put up for auction on 12 February 2021: 
• Councillors were exploring all options to ensure this land remained a protected 

community asset; 
• Wiltshire Council and the Parish Council were looking for documents in 

archives that might confirm any additional designations or clarify the 
arrangements that had been put in place for this land. Archived Parish Council 
documents would be collected from the Swindon and Chippenham History 
Centre early next week; 

• The Parish Council had been in contact with the auctioneer and the seller to 
make the current situation clear. Further liaison would take place as required 
ahead of the auction date; 

• General advice on the matter had been provided by the Open Spaces Society 
and the Wiltshire Association of Local Councils; 

• Two residents had come forward to offer some legal advice; 
• A similar situation had previously arisen with the auction of land in Becky Addy 

Woods, with the community undertaking a successful purchase of the land. 
Those involved have been contacted for advice; 

• An Area Board Grant application had been submitted to help raise additional 
funds if required. 

136.2 To consider and agree whether to attempt to buy the land. 
Councillors agreed by majority vote that the Parish Council should use Parish 
Council funds to attempt to buy the land.  

136.3 To consider and agree a maximum amount the Parish Council would commit 
to spend on this land.  
As agreed, the Chair closed the meeting and all members of the public left.  
The Council agreed: 
• A maximum amount of money that could be used to buy the land direct from 

the seller ahead of the auction; 
• A maximum amount of money that could be used to buy the land at auction 

and that this amount must include all fees associated with the purchase; 
• That the Community Infrastructure Levy funds currently held by the Parish 

Council be used for this purpose, to be included within the total amounts 
agreed by the Parish Council. 

137.  Date of next meeting 
Tuesday 2 March 2021, 8.00pm. 
 

 

 
Meeting ended 9.25pm. 

 


