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The present council was elected in May 2017 for a term of four years. 
The next election will take place on 6th May 2021. 
During its current term two Councillors resigned, in 2017 and 2020, 
and with no elections being requested replacements were co-opted. 
The Parish Council has one paid employee, the Parish Clerk who is also 
the Responsible Financial Officer. 
 
The past year has been dominated by the Covid-19 Pandemic. It has 
disrupted the lives of everybody in the Parish in different ways.   
 
The Parish Council year normally commences with its AGM in May. 
However, in April 2020 temporary legislation came into force which 
removed the requirement for this meeting. The legislation enabled 
meetings to be held virtually and, like so many others, the Parish 
Council quickly rose to the challenge of communicating via Zoom. 
Virtual Parish Council meetings began in May and have continued 
since. The link for residents to join the meeting has been published in 
the agenda and in general this seems to have worked well. The 
legislation ceases in May 2021 and a return to physical Parish Council 
meetings, adhering to Covid-19 restrictions, is being planned.  
 
During the year the Council met on 10 occasions and held 3 
Extraordinary Meetings – all of which were to discuss matters relating 
to Northfield playing area.  
Without an AGM in May both the Chair, Ed Gilby, and Vice-Chair, 
John Barnes, continued to serve for the current year.  
 
The Council functions by way of a number of Advisory Groups, for 
example: Governance, HR, Maintenance, Highways and Transport, 
Communications, Planning and Finance and Climate Change. Each 
Group provides, as necessary, written reports where decisions are 
required by or for information to be shared with the Council. The 
membership of established groups continued unchanged during the 
current year.  
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The Council’s policies are published on the Community Website and 
are each subject to scheduled review. 
 
During the year the Council considered 35 planning applications; 15 of 
which related to tree work. 
 
Whilst the Parish Council is a statutory consultee on planning matters it 
does not have the authority to grant or reject a planning application. Its 
role is to agree a response, where necessary, to a planning application 
and may do so taking into account any representations made by 
interested residents.  
 

Review of the past year 
 

• Covid-19 
The year has been dominated by the pandemic.  
If anything good has emerged, then it is the Winsley community 
spirit. The Council co-ordinated a large group of volunteers who 
stepped forward to offer to “keep an eye” on their neighbours 
who might be vulnerable and helped with offers of shopping, 
collection of medication and also a phone call. 
The Central Convenience Store and Hartley Farm Shop 
provided an excellent service to the community, particularly at 
the time when shopping at supermarkets or via online delivery 
was difficult for some residents. The Seven Stars pub also did an 
admirable job of working within the restrictions on the 
hospitality sector, with a take-away service during lockdowns 
and opening with restricted numbers when possible during the 
Summer. 
 
Wiltshire Council are to be commended on the information 
circulated and the support they have provided in many ways, not 
least the maintenance of the waste and recycling services. The 
Parish Council Facebook page has included regular updates on 
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Wiltshire Council initiatives as well as information within the 
Parish. 

 

• Northfield Play Area 
In February a notice of auction was posted for the piece of land 
at the end of Northfield. This area has been used as a public 
amenity ever since the Tyning Estate was built. 
 
The Parish Council immediately worked hard to add to the 
protections already in place on the land (Green Belt, C3 Special 
Landscape Area Designation) to make this land valueless to 
anyone other than the Winsley community. 
  
The Parish Council submitted a Town and Village Green 
application, with clear evidence of 50 years of maintenance by 
the PC and use as a recreational field. The validation process is 
likely to take months but the PC supplied the auctioneers with 
written confirmation that this process was underway. 
The Parish Council also submitted an Asset of Community 
Value nomination. This would mean that in any future 
purchases the PC would have to be offered the first opportunity 
to buy the land. Whilst the process wasn’t in place for this sale, it 
was hoped it might influence how potential bidders viewed the 
land and could have benefit in the future. The PC sent the 
auctioneers written confirmation that this process was also 
underway. 
 
Working alongside the community the Parish Council allocated 
funds to enable a bid to be made at auction. In addition, a sum 
was granted by the Bradford on Area Board. The Community 
embarked on a crowdfunding initiative which about doubled the 
publicly allocated funds. 
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Two direct offers to purchase the land were made by the Parish 
Council but rejected. The land was auctioned on 10th March and 
was sold for £66,500. This was considerably more than the 
funds available to Winsley. 
 
The Parish Council will continue to pursue the protections of 
the land to remain for community use. 
 

• B3108 – Lower Winsley Hill / Canal Bridge 
Last year a new footpath and lay by was built. It is regretted that 
vehicles are being parked on the footpaths both sides of the 
Canal Bridge blocking the paths and forcing pedestrians into the 
road. Wiltshire Highways have agreed to apply double yellow 
lines along the affected stretches of the road. The extent of the 
lines is to be agreed. This work has been delayed due to the 
effects of Covid-19 on Wiltshire Council working. 
Meantime, our PCSO has started to issue warnings to owners of 
vehicles who cause obstruction. 
  
Investigative work on the feasibility of a separate footbridge 
over the Canal has been terminated, partly due to the impact of 
Covid-19 on fundraising opportunities. It was led by Winsley 
Hill Traffic Action Group (WHTAG), who are independent of 
the Parish Council.   
 
The Parish Council considered a request from WHTAG to 
support traffic calming measures in the vicinity of the Canal 
Bridge. Following advice from the Wiltshire Highway Engineers 
it was felt that the scheme might not resolve all highway safety 
issues and given the high cost of re-engineering, lighting etc. of 
the area the Parish Council decided against pursuing this further. 
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• Speed reduction on the B3108 
The Parish Council continues to apply pressure on Wiltshire 
Council to reduce the speed limit along the entire length of the 
B3108 from Downs View to the foot of Winsley Hill. This is 
being strongly supported by our Unitary Councillor who 
continues to lobby the leadership of Wiltshire Council. 

 

• Pedestrian / cycling improvements B3108 
A “Pop up” trial pedestrian / cycling scheme has been 
established between the roundabout to the east of Winsley on to 
Downs View. Funding was provided by Wiltshire Council from 
a Government grant, and was one of a number of such schemes 
in the County. It included a speed limit reduction to 40MPH. 
This was aimed at improving safety, in particular for pupils 
attending St. Laurence School, promoting safer walking and 
cycling for all. 
 
It was not universally welcomed, with some residents raising 
issues about the narrower width of the road and the reflective 
wands (often referred to as bollards). 
 
A public consultation took place, promoted by the Parish 
Council, which concluded in January. The result was 2 to 1 in 
favour of establishing a permanent scheme involving a build out 
of the footway and the removal of the reflective wands. 
The Parish Council responded to the consultation as above. 
Funding is now being sought within Wiltshire Council to change 
the scheme from a temporary to a permanent arrangement.  
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• Play Area 

The Play Area (between Dane Rise and Whitehorse Road) is 
inspected annually. 
 
Due to Covid-19 restrictions it was necessary for the play area to 
be closed until 4th July although the footpath remained open.  
 
Last year it was reported that some play equipment and a picnic 
table had been damaged and needed to be removed. A new 
picnic table together with a bench seat have been ordered and 
the Council awaits their delivery.  
 
The Council has been reviewing the condition of the aging play 
equipment and considering the possibility of adding some  new 
equipment with the intention that some pieces will provide a 
little more challenge to users. Unfortunately, again, Covid-19 has 
interrupted these investigations. 
 

• Footpaths and Winsley Walking Map 
The many footpaths in the Parish are walked by one of our 
Councillors who provides regular updates on issues 
requiring attention. Issues are reported to Wiltshire Council 
and residents can also report issues directly through the 
MyWilts app. The Parish Council is aware that due to 
limited staff resources Wiltshire Council are not always able 
to follow up issues immediately. Hedges overgrowing 
footpaths are a problem at some times of the year. Help 
from residents in keeping hedgerows cut back or in 
identifying problem areas is important.  
 
The Parish Council worked with the West Wilts Ramblers 
Association to look at designating the well-used path from 
Murhill to Avonpark as an official footpath. This was rejected 
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by Wiltshire Council Rights of Way department having taken 
advice from their Ecology Officer and Natural England who felt 
the designation could have a detrimental effect on the Bat 
habitats on the Murhill mines SSSI. 
 
A bid was been made to the GWR Customer and Communities 
Improvement  Fund (CCIF) to improve the path to Avoncliff 
Station. In common with most other train operators in England 
GWR went into an Emergency Measures Agreement with the 
Department for Transport (DfT).  These agreements suspended 
normal financial mechanisms.  The DfT reviewed GWR’s 
spending plans and confirmed that there would be no CCIF 
funding for bids submitted for the year (2020/21). 
 
The Parish Council commissioned a local company to produce a 
user- friendly walking map of Winsley. This was supported by 
local businesses and organisations to secure much of the funding 
for the map. The map was launched in April and has proved 
popular with both local residents and visitors to the area.  

 

• Communications 

The Community Website continues to be kept up to date with 
news items, the Village Diary, information about Parish Council 
meetings and details of local businesses, clubs and organisations. 
In light of new regulations, website accessibility has been 
improved and during the coming year the whole community 
website will undergo a refresh.  
 
The Parish Council regularly communicates with residents by 
way of the Community Notice Boards, Winsley Weaver and via 
its Facebook Page.  
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• Maintenance 

The Maintenance Group has kept a watchful eye on and 
undertake action where possible to maintain and improve the 
overall condition of the Parish. It’s also important that the 
community reports issues to Wiltshire Council by using the ‘My 
Wilts App’. 
 
As usual footpaths have been monitored and attended to 
throughout the year. The footpath from the cricket ground 
towards the canal was cleared by the local farmer. 
 
Some resident’s hedges have been problematic this year, 
thankfully most co-operate when informed that there is a need 
to trim overhanging greenery. 
 
The bus stop opposite the Seven Stars has been regularly 
cleaned and paths such as Vinegar Path and The Drum (behind 
the Methodist Church) are often cleared by the Parish Steward 
and local residents.  
 
The Village Garden (between Seven Stars car park and the 
Village Hall) needs regular attention, i.e. litter, leaves, branches 
and protecting young shrubs. The stone finials at the iron gates 
into the garden have been replaced; the originals having been 
stolen several years ago. Finding replacements at a reasonable 
cost had been a challenge. 
 
Lockdown has prevented any major projects but the bench at 
the Wheatsheaf junction near the bus stop has been refurbished.  
 
We were delighted to receive a grant of £1800 from the 
Bradford on Avon Area Board to repair the pitch and dug-outs 
at the Parish Football field adjacent to Avonpark.  
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The drystone walling group of volunteers have been working on 
the boundary wall of the cricket ground, other work is planned.  
 
We are extremely fortunate to have the services of the Parish 
Steward, Ian Bryce, who does an amazing amount of work in the 
two days each month we are allocated. 
 

• VE Day 
In May the village commemorated VE Day but due to Covid 
restrictions only in a limited, but nonetheless respectful, way. 
Winturwell WI displayed knitted poppies around Winsley and on 
the War Memorial. 

 

• Climate Action 

The Council has set up a Climate Advisory Group to consider 
and plan local actions to mitigate climate change. The Group is 
keen to work with other organisations and parish councils. An 
action plan has been drawn up and will be kept under review as 
new ideas are brought forward. Possible actions cover a range of 
environmental areas, including improvements to biodiversity, 
energy efficiency and renewable energy. Providing information 
on environmental issues and initiatives is seen as a key element 
and will be worked on in conjunction with changes to the 
Community website. 

 

• Winsley Forest 
The Winsley Forest Project started in 2019 and during 2020-
2021 we have continued to plant trees in Winsley and 
Turleigh. By April we will have planted 2000, roughly one 
tree for each resident of the parish. Most of the saplings 
have been provided by The Woodland Trust and we will 
make another Woodland Trust application for saplings in the 
autumn.  
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A local company, Pure Planet, donated money in lieu of 
Christmas presents for their staff and with this donation we 
are buying and planting “Winsley Orchard” which will 
consist of 140 varied and rare fruit trees, mainly apple, which 
in due course will be available for residents to pick. Some 
local people have donated money for trees, others have 
donated trees they grew in pots and cuttings which root 
quickly.  
 
We are supporting local volunteers who will maintain and 
plant fruit trees in the churchyard, these will also be for the 
benefit of the whole community. 
 
We are embarking on the process of making a linked up 
hedgerow (joining various wooded areas) between Avoncliff 
and Conkwell with the view of creating a wildlife corridor. 
We are also looking at creating “bee lines” for our 
endangered bees. 
 
The project is developing and extending so that we plan to 
work with Wiltshire Council to arrange the maintenance of 
some verges in a way that will encourage more wildlife. 
 
We have had huge support from the community and thanks 
are given to David Gosling of Turleigh Trees for all his 
detailed and hard work arranging for the planting of 
hundreds of saplings. Other volunteers came to plant when 
saplings and trees were delivered. This was happy work in 
such a challenging year and we are very grateful for the 
support we have received. 
 
We hope the project, the intentions of which were to capture 
carbon, support wildlife and draw the community together in 
a positive way, will continue to unfold and develop as those 
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in the parish continue to come forward with ideas. 
 
The Parish Council has worked together with members of 
the Community through the development and 
implementation in all the Climate Action Initiatives and 
without their involvement and enthusiasm it would not be 
possible to make as much progress. 
 

• Murhill Bank and Little Ashley Ponds Nature 
Reserves 

Covid -19 restrictions have meant there have been no 
working parties since December 2020 but volunteers have 
been working on their own to undertake important work 
including the felling of dead trees. 
 
There have been, as usual, plenty of plants, insects and birds 
to enjoy not only in the meadow and the woodland at 
Murhill but also at the Ashley Ponds.  The indications are 
that the Murhill Bank Reserve is very well used and probably 
more so this year than others. 
 
It has been gratifying for our volunteers to receive thanks 
and compliments from people using the Reserve for 
maintaining it and for doing so in a way that fits with its 
surroundings. 
 
The main focus of the reserve is the meadow, an unusual 
and unimproved limestone meadow.  The Parish Council 
funds the annual strimming of Murhill Bank in October and 
essential hay clearance was undertaken in order to prevent 
more nutrients reaching the soil.  This is to keep the land 
poor which favours the limestone loving plants. 
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Other work was done in keeping the pathways clear of 
overgrowing vegetation, maintaining and replacing some 
steps, trying to remove invasive brambles and cutting back 
undergrowth in the woodland. Work has been done to level 
the surface in front of the top bench and on the top steps. 
 
Work continued on maintaining an ecological audit of the 
Reserves and it was pleasing to see that a thriving group of 
glow worms were reported in the summer. 
 
These sites are maintained by a small number of volunteers 
who attend working party sessions. More will be welcome. 
 
A survey of Flora and Fauna of both sites has been started. 
Findings on Murhill Bank so far are: 
Plants: 86  species including flowers, grasses and trees 
Fungi: 11 species 
Findings at Little Ashley Ponds are: 
Plants: 39 species including flowers and grasses 
 
This work will continue during the coming year. 

 

• Wiltshire Council’s Local Plan Review 
The Parish Council responded to this consultation in March. 
In summary, the main points commented on were: 

 
o The role of land-use plans in tackling climate change. 
o Tackling flood risk and promoting sustainable water 

management. 
o Enhancing Green / Blue infrastructure and biodiversity. 
o Sustainable design and construction of the built 

environment. 
o Sustainable energy generation and management. 
o Sustainable transport and air quality. 
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o Empowering local communities. 
o Winsley indicative housing requirements. 

 
The full response can be read on the Community 
Website using the following link: 
http://www.winsley.org.uk/archives/12365 
 

• Community Plan 
Councillors agreed to promote and gauge interest from residents 
in undertaking a community plan for Winsley which, amongst 
other things, would set out residents’ longer term aspirations for 
the area. Initial meetings with local groups and residents which 
were to be held during the year will now be scheduled when 
possible. 

 

• Finance 

Having reviewed its proposed budget for the year ahead, the 
Parish Council agreed a precept of £28,000 for 2020/21 
equating to £29.67 for a Band D property. This has been used to 
fund the initiatives mentioned in this report. (The total precept 
amount is unchanged for 2021/2). 
 
The Parish Council’s Annual Governance and Accounting 
Return was published in July; no questions were raised by 
residents and the return was accepted by the external auditor 
without comment. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.winsley.org.uk/archives/12365
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If you have any questions or suggestions that you’d like to 
raise with the Parish Council then please contact the Clerk: 

 

 Selina Jobson 

 winsleypc@gmail.com 

 01225 865529 / 07841 024739 

  51 Tyning Road, Winsley, BA15 2JN 
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