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Winsley Parish Council 

Minutes of the meeting held on 6 April 2021 
8.00pm, meeting held remotely via Zoom 

 

Parish Councillors Present: Ed Gilby (Chair), John Barnes, Ian Berry, Robin Davies, Paul 
Fitzpatrick, Zoe Elstone, Johnny Kidney, Linda Ladner, Ian Sparrowhawk, Richard Warren 
Apologies: Jane Baddeley 
In attendance: Selina Jobson (Parish Clerk) 
Members of the Public: Three 

 
165.  Declarations of Interest 

None.  
 

166.  Minutes of Meeting 
The minutes of the meeting held on 25 March 2021 were approved as a true 
record. 

 
 

167.  Public Participation  
A member of the public involved with the River Avon Bioregion project spoke to 
outline the project. The project focused on the part of the river between Bradford 
on Avon and Bath and involved residents across this area. Limpley Stoke, 
Freshford and Winsley parish councils were being invited to support and work 
with the Group to help encourage local engagement. A River Festival was being 
planned for Summer 2022. 

 

168.  Planning 
• 21/02169/FUL 18 Tyning Road, BA15 2JJ: Single-storey rear extension, two-

storey side extension and dormer window to front. 
No comment. 

• PL/2021/03497 Turleigh Combe, BA15 2LW: 3 x Lawson Cypress trees – fell; 
2 x Sycamore trees – fell; 1 x Sycamore tree - remove 3 low branches. 
No comment.  

 
 
 

 

169.  Police Report 
PCSO Wallace had given out more warning notices on cars parked illegally by 
the canal bridge and had reported the ongoing problem to Wiltshire Council.  

 
 
 

170.  Unitary Authority Councillor Report 
Councillors received the Unitary Councillor’s Report from Cllr Kidney, noting that:  
• The Bath Clean Air Zone (CAZ) had started on 15 March 2021. There had 

been anecdotal reports of more lorries using the B3108. Wiltshire Council 
hoped to work with B&NES to address any consequences of the CAZ on 
surrounding areas.  

• Traffic controls would be in place on Cleveland Bridge in April, with the bridge 
closed for repair from May. The impact on traffic on surrounding areas would 
be monitored.  

• Cllr Kidney had met with the Highways Engineer for Wiltshire Council at the 
Dane Rise/Hartley Farm junction to consider ways of making it clearer to road 
users that the road passed through a community. Wiltshire Council would 
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consider the Parish Council’s and Unitary Councillor’s request for a reduction 
in the speed limit on the B3108.  

• Funding to enable the temporary cycleway between Winsley and Downs View 
to be made permanent had been identified by Wiltshire Council. Cllr Kidney 
would continue to liaise with Wiltshire Council over this atter and would keep 
the Parish Council updated with developments.  

• Searches of old planning applications were being undertaken by Wiltshire 
Council staff to see if there was specific reference to the playing area at the 
end of Northfield.  

• Local elections were taking place on 6 May 2021; polling clerks were sought.  
• Libraries, leisure centres and the Swindon and Wiltshire History Centre were 

re-opening from 12 April 2021.  
• A Community Renewal Fund had been established with four investment 

priorities, including local energy projects.  
• The next Community Area Traffic Group meeting would take place on 17 May 

2021.   
171.  Land for Auction at the End of Northfield 

171.1 Councillors received an update on Parish Council activities:  
• Solicitors had undertaken a review of the documentation relating to Northfield 

playing field and had subsequently held a virtual meeting with Cllrs Gilby, 
Sparrowhawk and the Clerk to provide initial advice.  

• A user evidence form was being drawn up and would be used to gain more 
evidence from residents on the use of the field over the past 20 years.  

171.2 Councillors approved the Terms of Reference for a Northfield Working 
Group to oversee and coordinate actions. Councillors Baddeley, Gilby and 
Sparrowhawk, resident John Strike and the Clerk were appointed to the Working 
Group.  

 

172.  River Avon Bioregion Group Request 
Councillors agreed to support in principle a request for the Parish Council to work 
with the River Avon Bioregion Group to help engage with local communities on a 
project relating to the River Avon catchment area between Bradford on Avon and 
Bath.  
The Group were asked to come back to the Parish Council with any specific 
requests for help and it was agreed that the Climate Change Advisory Group 
would engage with those involved in the project. 

 

173.  Request for Directional Road Signs for Winsley CE Primary School 
Councillors considered a request from Winsley CE Primary School for directional 
signs to the School from the B3108; an additional school warning road sign and 
the repainting of the zigzag lines outside the School entrance. It was reported 
that several years previously Wiltshire Council had turned down a similar signage 
request, although that might have related to the particular type of sign requested. 
It was suggested that there would be benefit in considering signage to the 
amenities in Winsley more generally, and that this was something that Cllr Kidney 
was already looking at in terms of improving road safety on the B3108. 
Councillors agreed to support the request for an additional school warning road 
sign and for the repainting of the zigzag lines. The zigzag lines should be 
repositioned closer to the School entrance. These requests would be put forward 
to Wiltshire Council Highways Team.  
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Councillors supported the inclusion of directional signs to the School as part of a 
wider scheme of improved signage to village amenities.  

174.  Online Annual Parish Meeting 
Preparations were underway for the Annual Parish Meeting to be held via Zoom 
on Wednesday 21 April.  

 
 

175.  Neighbourhood Plan – Initial Activity 
Cllr Berry had undertaken initial discussions with Wiltshire Council’s Spatial 
Planning Team. Drawing up a Neighbourhood Plan would be a significant activity 
requiring the involvement of a number of residents over a likely period of two to 
three years. A Neighbourhood Plan could consider a range of areas including: 
housing needs; community facilities; green space; housing design codes; 
sustainability and the environment. 
The intention was to undertake some initial activity and to consider at the June 
meeting whether the Parish Council had sufficient resources and volunteers to 
undertake the drafting of a Neighbourhood Plan.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Berry 

176.  Verges 
It was agreed to identify verges in Winsley that could be set aside from regular 
mowing to encourage the development of wild flowers, and to liaise with Wiltshire 
Council about this request.  

 
Cllr  
Baddeley 

177.  Dog Waste bin 
Cllr Kidney had received a request from a resident for a dog waste bin to be 
installed in Murhill.  
Councillors agreed to the installation of a dog waste bin in Murhill, subject to 
consultation with other nearby residents and consideration of the location of the 
bin in terms of accessibility for contractors emptying the bin. 

 
 
 
 
 
Cllr Kidney 

178.  Finance 
178.1 Councillors approved the following payments: 

• £646 Administration 
• £31.20 idverde for emptying dog waste bins 
• £801.74 WALC for annual subscription 
• £63.88 Gardening Club for plant display on roundabout 
• £113.12 Selina Jobson for Zoom Pro Annual subscription  
• £10 John Barnes for colour printing and laminating 
• £42 Hiscocks for metal sheet for noticeboard  
• £508.44 James Lock for grass cutting 

Thanks were expressed to the Gardening Club for their continued work in 
maintaining the flowers on the roundabout at the Bradford on Avon end of the 
village; the Chair to send a letter of thanks.  
178.2 Councillors noted that the following payments had been made since the 
last meeting: 

• £45 Open Spaces Society Annual Membership   
• £113.79 Ian Sparrowhawk for wood for bench repairs 

178.3 Councillors noted the following receipts: 
• £1000 WHTAG for return of grant funding 
• £15 Freshford Parish Council contribution towards Clerk’s training 

 

179.  Advisory Group Reports 
Communications Advisory Group: Cllr Fitzpatrick reported that the redeveloped 
website should be ready to ‘go live’ over the weekend of 24 & 25 April.   

 
 



 

 4 

Maintenance Advisory Group: The Parish Steward had cleared some of the path 
by Limpley Stoke Road which was an improvement.  
Part of the stone wall by the Bowling Club had been knocked down but was being 
repaired by those responsible for the damage.  
Netting in hedges alongside the football field by Avonpark had been removed. It 
was hoped that work on the dug outs in the field would start soon.   

180.  Date of next meeting to include the Annual General Meeting 
Tuesday 18 May 2021, 8.00pm. 
 

 

 
Meeting ended 9.25pm. 

 


