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Winsley Parish Council 

Minutes of the meeting held on 20 July 2021  
8pm, St Nicholas Church Hall 

Parish Councillors Present: Ed Gilby (Chair), John Barnes, Jane Baddeley, Ian Berry, Graham 
Bostock, Bridgette Duncombe, Kerry Kemp, Johnny Kidney, Linda Ladner, Richard Mann, Ian 
Sparrowhawk 
Apologies: None 
In attendance: Selina Jobson (Parish Clerk) 
Members of the Public: Three 

 
23.  Declarations of Interest 

None.  
 

24.  Co-option of Councillors 
Four applications had been received for the four vacant councillor positions.  
Resolved: to co-opt all four applicants to the role of parish councillor.  
The new councillors signed Declarations of Acceptance of Office and the Chair 
welcomed the new councillors. 

 

25.  Exclusion of Press and Public 
Resolved: That councillors would exercise their right to exclude the public and 
press from a closed meeting due to the confidential nature to be discussed 
pursuant to section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 in 
relation to the Clerk’s Appraisal item (Minute 38). 

 

26.  Minutes of Meeting 
Resolved: To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 15 June 2021as a true 
record. 

 
 

27.  Public Participation  
A resident spoke about a proposal from the Cotswold Voluntary Wardens to 
repair footpath WINS 16/10 at Avoncliff that runs on the opposite side of the 
canal to the towpath. The current path was slightly diverted from the official path 
and was currently in poor repair. The official route of the path ran below the 
current path and could be reinstated. However, this would take the path through 
an area currently being used as an informal garden by a canal boater.    
The Cotswold Voluntary Wardens were proposing that the diverted path should 
be repaired and were willing to undertake the work. The Parish Council were 
asked to support the proposal that the diverted path was repaired and to make 
this request to Wiltshire Council’s Public Rights of Way Officer.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

28.  Footpaths WINS 16/10 
In light of points raised under Public Participation, councillors noted the need for 
path WINS16/10 alongside the canal at Avoncliff to be repaired to ensure it was 
safe for walkers.  
It was agreed that Cllr Kidney would contact the Canal and Rivers Trust to 
confirm whether the boater, whose informal garden included the official route of 
the footpath, had been granted permanent right to moor at this point on the canal.  

 
 
 
 
Cllr Kidney 
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Resolved: That the Parish Council would write to Wiltshire Council’s Public 
Rights of Way Officer in support of the Cotswold Voluntary Wardens plans to 
undertake necessary repairs to path WINS 16/10.  

Clerk 

29.  Planning 
• PL/2021/05436 9 Northfield, BA15 2JS: Double storey side extension and loft 

conversion.  
The scope and nature of this proposal were considered appropriate and 
followed precedent set elsewhere on the Tyning Road estate. 
No objection.  

• PL/2021/05035 1 Bradford Road, BA15 2HL:  Addition of a summer house / 
garden office. 
Materials to be used were considered to be in keeping and according to the 
application the summer house would not be visible from the road.  
No objection.  

• PL/2021/05378 & 06608 Conkwell, Limpley Stoke, BA2 7FD: Conversion of 
existing indoor squash court to swimming pool, creation of a mezzanine and 
single storey extension. New oak framed loggia. New opening in main house. 
Councillors noted that this has been given pre-app approval. 
No objection.  

• PL/2021/06523 1 The Manor House, BA15 2LT: Yew tree – crown reduce to 
3.6m & reduce spread to 3m.  
Councillors requested that a check was carried out to ensure that the tree 
was not used as a roost for bats which are present in the local area. 
No objection.  

 
 
 

 

30.  Matters Arising 
Councillors received an update on matters arising from the minutes of the last 
meeting or raised since the last meeting, noting that:  
• An additional person, not necessarily a councillor, was sought to help 

oversee the redevelopment of the community website. It was reported that 
the website for the local churches had recently been redeveloped and it might 
be useful to find out how this had been undertaken. 
Cllr Kidney agreed to help with overseeing redevelopment of the website.  

• Wiltshire Council’s Planning Enforcement Team had written to a farm owner 
about metal and other items currently stored without licence in a field and had 
given a period of time in which these items must be removed.  

 

31.  Police Report 
The Police Community Support Officer had reported on continuing issues with 
rogue traders and door-to-door sellers in nearby areas and residents were 
encouraged to report any incidents via 101.  

 

32.  Unitary Councillor Report 
Cllr Johnny Kidney reported that: 
• There were a number of local road restrictions and closures, in: Lower 

Westwood; Crowe Hill; Lower Limpley Stoke; and Cleveland Bridge in Bath. 
• He was working with Wiltshire Council to try to ensure the temporary 

cycleway between Winsley and Bradford on Avon could be maintained until a 
permanent scheme was installed in Summer 2022.   
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• Wiltshire Council’s Local Plan was moving to the next stage with a draft Local 
Plan which would be consulted on shortly.  

• Wiltshire Council was consulting on the A350 Melksham bypass.  
• Wiltshire Council were consulting on the new Special Education Needs 

school in Devizes.  
• Wiltshire Council had circulated a briefing note outlining their approach to 

verge cutting.   
• Following damage to some young trees by Wiltshire Council’s maintenance 

contractors, Idverde, they would now leave a 30cm gap around young trees. 
Idverde had offered to pay for some replacement trees and tree guards in 
Winsley. Cllr Baddeley to follow this up with Idverde.  

• The next Community Area Transport Group would take place on Monday 26 
July.   

• A Bradford on Avon Area Board meeting had taken place last week.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr 
Baddeley 

33.  Northfield Playing Field 
Councillors received an update on Northfield playing field, noting that:  
• A second tranche of information, including the evidence questionnaires and 

summary of responses, had been submitted to Wiltshire Council; 
• Wiltshire Council had reviewed the original submission to make sure it was ‘in 

order’ and had requested some minor amendments which would be 
undertaken; 

• The new owners had fenced off the field on 1 July 2021. The Parish Council 
had sought advice on this action; the Open Spaces Society confirmed that a 
fence could be erected whilst a Town and Village Green (TVG) application 
was in process, but that this would not impact the validity of the TVG since it 
had been submitted before this action was taken. If the TVG application was 
successful then the fence would have to be removed.  

• The new owners had requested that the goalposts, owned by the Parish 
Council, be removed and this was being arranged.  

• A Freedom of Information Act request had been received requesting all 
documents relating to the consideration of drawing up a Neighbourhood Plan 
in 2014. The Clerk was looking into this although it was confirmed that no 
such documents had been provided when she took on the role.  

• The triangle of land at the end of Northfield, opposite the playing field, was 
put up for auction by Legacy Land but had not sold at auction. The land was 
subject to Public Highways Rights. It was not known if the land had been sold 
subsequently.  

 

34.  Winsley Forest  
Some of the larger trees purchased and planted on verges by the Parish Council 
had been damaged by Idverde contractors when undertaking grass strimming 
and some trees had died.  
Saplings that had been planted in the field owned by Avonpark appeared to be 
growing well, although some loss of saplings of this size was to be expected. 
Trees and saplings planted in Turleigh were reported to be doing well.  
Another 525 saplings were due to be planted in the Autumn; most of these would 
be planted in Turleigh.    
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35.  Valley Parish Alliance 
Cllr Berry gave an overview and update on the work of the Valley Parish Alliance 
(VPA). The VPA was a cross-border alliance of seven rural parishes, established 
to protect and enhance the communities in the Avon and Limpley Stoke valley. 
The VPA campaigned against possible link roads in the area and remained 
concerned about the impact of any new routes in terms of wider development. 
The VPA also focused on ways of enhancing the valley area and ideas of how to 
do this were welcomed.   

 
 

36.  36.1 Resolved: to approve the following payments -  
• £646 Administration 
• £31.20 idverde for emptying dog waste bins 
• £578.44 James Lock for grass cutting and installation of benches 
• £984 Earth Anchors for new benches in White Horse play park 
• £75 Valley Parish Alliance subscription 
• £3372 JH Jones for pitch improvements to the field near Avonpark  

36.2 Resolved: To approve the following regular payments to be made in August:  
• £646 Administration 
• £31.20 idverde for emptying dog waste bins 
• £508.44 James Lock for grass cutting 

36.3 To note that the following payment has been made since the last meeting: 
• £300 Ashfords Solicitors (part 2 of 2) 

 

37.  Advisory Group Reports 
With the co-option of four new councillors, membership of the Parish Council’s 
Advisory Groups would be considered at the September meeting. 
Climate Advisory Group: An ecology walk on 21 July, run by the Bristol River 
Avon Bioregion Group, would be to be attended by Cllrs Berry and Mann. 
Highways and Transport: Cllr Barnes would contact Wiltshire Council for an 
update on progress with a new school warning sign and a proposed review by 
Wiltshire Council of traffic at the Dane Rise / Hartley Lane junction.  
A traffic assessment had just been published as part of the planning application 
for developments at Hartley Farm. Concerns were raised about the accuracy of 
some elements of the report and it was agreed that comments would be 
submitted to Wiltshire Council.  
Winsley Primary School were changing drop-off arrangements from September, 
with some children using the White Horse Road gate. Parents had been 
requested not to park on White Horse Road and the council were asked if there 
were ways in which they could help support the School with preventing 
inappropriate parking.  
Maintenance: Gates on Northfield and Ashley Lane were in need of repair. The 
path alongside the road down through Turleigh needed attention and had been 
reported to Wiltshire Council and the Parish Steward. Concerns about the state 
of the privately owned stone walls along this path, with stone falling on to the 
path, were noted.  

 

38.  Clerk’s Appraisal  
Councillors received a report on the Clerk’s Appraisal, undertaken by the Chair 
and Vice-Chair.  

 

39.  Date of next meeting 
Tuesday 7 September 2021.  

 

Meeting ended 9.15pm. 


