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Winsley Parish Council 

DRAFT - Minutes of the meeting held on 5 October 2021  
8pm, Winsley Village Hall 

Parish Councillors Present: Ed Gilby (Chair), John Barnes, Ian Berry, Graham Bostock, Bridgette 
Duncombe, Kerry Kemp, Johnny Kidney, Linda Ladner, Richard Mann, Ian Sparrowhawk 
Apologies: Jane Baddeley 
In attendance: Selina Jobson (Parish Clerk) 
Members of the Public: One 

 
56.  Declarations of Interest 

None.  
 

57.  Minutes of Meeting 
Resolved: To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 7 September 2021 as 
a true record. 

 
 

58.  Public Participation  
A Murhill Bank Nature Reserve volunteer attended to speak about the work to 
trees in the Reserve and it was agreed to take any comments under this item. 

 
 
 

59.  Works to Trees in Murhill Bank Nature Reserve 
Councillors received a report on Ash dieback in the Murhill Bank Nature Reserve, 
on works proposed by a volunteer to address this and on the need for additional 
professional work where the work went beyond the skills of volunteers. 
The Murhill Bank Nature Reserve volunteer spoke about Ash dieback in the 
Reserve and surrounding areas and the need to address this.  
It was confirmed that the volunteer had the appropriate skills and experience and 
would undertake a risk assessment before carrying out any tree works. 
Volunteers would notify the Parish Council once they had completed as much of 
the work as they could and a professional company would be asked to undertake 
remaining works.  
A number of trees on land belonging to Avonpark Retirement Village had been 
identified as suffering Ash dieback and this would be brought to the attention of 
the Manager. 
A quote for the disposal of some debris had been obtained by the Murhill Bank 
Nature Reserve volunteers.  
Resolved: to approve the quote subject to confirmation that the company held a 
waste licence and where the waste would be disposed.  

 
 
 

60.  Planning 
Resolved: To make the following comments on the planning applications listed: 
• PL/2021/08153 Saxon Way, BA15 2JR: Replacement of a conservatory with 

single storey rear extension. First floor extension over existing garage and 
side extension. Conversion of garage to additional living accommodation. 
The proposal has put forward suitable materials and design for the household 
requirements and fits in with the area. 
No objection. 
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• PL/2021/08825 61 Tyning Road, BA15 2JN: Single storey conservatory 
extension to side elevation.  
The proposal has put forward suitable materials to match, a suitable design 
and there are many similar additions to houses in the area. 
No objection.  

Resolved: to submit ‘No objection’ to the following treeworks applications: 
• PL/2021/08616, 19A Late Broads, BA15 2NW: H1 Mixed species hedge - 

reduce in height to approx 6ft & trim side back hard; T2 Cotoneaster tree trim 
back to previous trimming points to control size and re-establish shape; T3 
Apple tree – fell. 

• PL/2021/09118, The Nook, 39 Winsley, BA15 2LT: Sliver birch – fell.  
Request replacement tree planted (as indicated in the application).   

61.  Matters Arising 
Councillors received an update on matters arising from the minutes of the last 
meeting or raised since the last meeting, noting that:  
• The footway running from Bradford Road down through Turleigh was felt to 

be in a poor and potentially dangerous condition. The path was well used, 
including by commuters accessing Avoncliff Station. The condition of the path 
had been raised with the Area Engineer Highways, who had stated that as a 
rural footway with minimal footfall it would not qualify for the limited funding 
for resurfacing, but that any defects would be repaired.  
Resolved: to raise the concerns of the Parish Council with the condition of 
the footway from Bradford Road down through Turleigh with the Area 
Engineer Highways.  

• Cllr Berry had not yet received a reply from the Manager of Avonpark 
Retirement Village about the brightness of new lighting in the car park.  

• A resident had raised an issue with the state of the fence and overgrowth 
between their house and an empty property on Tyning Road. It was noted 
that there were two properties that had been empty for a long time on Tyning 
Road. Wiltshire Council had provided general information on the situation 
with empty properties and it was agreed that the Parish Council should 
request information on the status of the two properties.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
  

62.  Police Report 
No police report had been received. A new local Fraud Protection Officer was 
now available to give presentations to local groups.  

 

63.  Unitary Councillor Report 
Cllr Johnny Kidney reported that: 
• Night closures of the A36 would take place from the 18-29 October to 

investigate further the condition of the road and repairs required.  
• Wiltshire Council's Area Board was running a Youth Survey until Friday 22 

October, aimed at young people aged between 13-19 and up to 25 for those 
with SEND. 

• Wiltshire Council Cabinet were considering transport projects to be funded, 
including increasing frequency of D1 bus services.  

• Wiltshire Council's Cabinet had approved a new electric vehicle (EV) 
charging infrastructure plan, to ensure there were more EV chargers 
identified by local communities and town and parish councils.  
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• Bradford on Avon Town Council were looking to run a consultation on traffic 
issues and potential solutions in the town, in light of the temporary measures 
introduced in response to the pandemic. Feedback from those living outside 
of the town would be included.  

• Leisure centres had been brought back under the management of Wiltshire 
Council. An increase in the cost of swimming memberships for children was 
raised and Cllr Kidney agreed to look into this matter.  

• Bradford on Avon Town Council had worked with Wiltshire Council to secure 
a grant from the Forestry Commission’s Local Authorities Treescape 
Fund and plans were underway to plant 3000 trees & hedges.  

• Wiltshire Council was running a campaign to recruit more foster carers. 
• A question was raised about the monitoring of traffic using the B3108 in light 

of the current closure of Cleveland Bridge; Cllr Kidney reported that he was 
attending a meeting where this matter would be discussed.  

 
 
 
 
Cllr Kidney 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

64.  Northfield Playing Field 
An update was received and it was noted that: 
• Wiltshire Council had confirmed that the Town and Village Green application 

was ‘in order’ and the public consultation could go ahead, hopefully within the 
next four weeks.  

• In light of the owner’s proposal to dispose of Northfield playing field, which 
was listed as an Asset of Community Value, the Parish Council’s request to 
be considered as a potential bidder for Northfield Playing Field had been 
submitted to Wiltshire Council. This had triggered a full moratorium period, in 
which the land could not be sold to any other potential purchaser, ending on 
16 February 2022. The Parish Council had until this date to submit a bid.   

Resolved: that the Northfield Advisory Group should meet to bring forward a 
proposal about a potential bid.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Northfield 
Adv Group 

65.  Response to Climate Strategy and Natural Environment Plan Consultation 
Councillors discussed a proposed response to Wiltshire Council’s consultations 
on their Climate Strategy and their Green Blue Infrastructure Strategy – Natural 
Environment Plan. The deadline for submission was 17 October 2021.  
The Climate Change Advisory Group were meeting on 14 October.   
Resolved: that the Climate Change Advisory Group would revise the proposed 
response in light of comments at the meeting, or submitted afterwards, and would 
circulate a revised draft to all councillors ahead of submission. 

 
 
 

66.  Lane Between Millbourn Close & the Old Village   
It was reported that SatNav systems were directing drivers to use the pedestrian 
lane between Millbourn Close and the Old Village as a through road; drivers then 
had to reverse at the bollards across the lane.  
In 2019 Google Maps had, at the Parish Council’s request, designated the lane 
as unsuitable for vehicles but this information appeared to have been lost in later 
updates. It was not possible to install more bollards because of underground 
utilities. It was therefore proposed that one road sign indicating pedestrian/ 
cycleway shared use should be installed at the Millbourn Close end of the lane. 
Costs were estimated at £400 for one sign.  
Resolved: to put a proposal for a road sign indicating pedestrian/cycleway 
shared use to the Community Area Transport Group (CATG) with a request for 
50% of the costs. 
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Cllr Kidney had met the Principal Engineer for Wiltshire Council, to discuss the 
issue of large vehicles using Turleigh as a through road despite signage that the 
route was unsuitable for HGVs. This had resulted in damage to property. 
Solutions proposed were for improved signage, protective measures and a 
weight limit.   
Resolved: to agree in principle to proposals for improved signage, protective 
measures and a weight limit in Turleigh and that these would be put to CATG for 
costings.  

67.  Update on Neighbourhood Planning   
Resident involvement was felt to be important in the potential undertaking of a 
Neighbourhood Plan. Whilst this had been promoted in the Weaver and at the 
2021 Annual Parish Meeting no residents had yet come forward to offer to be 
involved. Cllr Berry would look into direct engagement with local groups. 
Information would also be put on the Parish Council’s Facebook page.  
Three councillors were attending a Neighbourhood Planning webinar run by the 
CPRE Wiltshire and Wiltshire Community Land Trust on 9 November 2021. 

 

68.  Finance 
68.1 Resolved: to approve the following payments -  

• £646 Administration 
• £31.20 idverde for emptying dog waste bins 
• £508.44 James Lock for grass cutting 

As Northfield playing field no longer required grass cutting the price of the 
grass cutting contract going forward would be looked into.  

• £9.59 Clook internet 
68.2 Noted the following receipt:  

• £14,000 Wiltshire Council Precept (2 of 2) 
68.3 Noted the outcome of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return 

2020/21.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

69.  Advisory Group Reports 
69.1 Communications and Media: Three web development companies had been 
approached for information and initial quotes on redeveloping the Winsley 
Community website. One company stood out as offering an appropriate service 
at an appropriate price. The company had redeveloped the Wingfield Parish 
website and Wingfield Parish Council were being contacted about their 
experience of using this company.   
Resolved: to use Parish Council Websites to redevelop the Winsley Community 
website, with a budget of up to £1000, subject to a satisfactory recommendation 
from Wingfield Parish Council.  
69.2 Maintenance & Local Environment Advisory Group: The asset register was 
being updated to include maintenance details & a schedule for review.  
Cllr Duncombe would be monitoring footpaths.  
The hinges and fixings on the gate to White Horse play park had been mended. 
The annual inspection of the playground was scheduled for November. 
Consideration was being given to installing another piece of play equipment in 
the park.  
Works to refurbish the dug outs on the football field near Avonpark Retirement 
Village were due to be undertaken, although prices of materials might need to be 
revised. 
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A concern was raised with limited and erratic opening times of the Post Office at 
the Central Convenience Stores.  

70.  Date of next meeting 
Tuesday 2 November 2021, St Nicholas Church Hall.  

 

Meeting ended 10pm. 


