
Trees in Planters for Tyning Road pavements? | A briefing 
 
A parishioner at Northfield has suggested that trees in planters on some of the wider splays 
of pavement might enhance the environment of the Tying Road estate. 
 
The following ideas from me are based on a review of some relevant advice and 
information, as well as possible costs and locations; and provided to help the Parish Council 
come to a view on this matter. 
 
[All ‘Information boxes’ below are screenshots from this document: ‘Trees, Planning and 
Development. A Guide for Delivery.’ https://www.tdag.org.uk/ ] 
 
 

Pros (and see information boxes) 
 

• Trees are attractive. 
 

• Trees provide habitat and food for other nature. 
 

• Planters would prevent parking on pavements where they are placed. 
(Is this an active issue or not)? 
 

• Planters with integral bench seating would add to their amenity. 
 

• Trees sequester carbon, remove air pollution, intercept rain and reduce urban 
temperatures. 

 



 
 

 
 

• Trees enhance property values 

 



Cons 
 

• Impaired junction visibility. 
 

• Imepded access to utilities. 
 

• ‘Impaired’ view from adjacent homes. 
 
(Each of the above three were raised with me by a resident with whom I fell into 
conversation about the possibility of a tree in a planter outside their home although 
the added property value seemed appealing to them and they are not strongly 
opposed- just raising the points as concerns). 
 

• Impaired pedestrian movement 
 

• Maintenance (watering, pruning, maintaining planters, repairing any vandalism, 
clearing any littering). 
 

• Cost (and see ‘information box’) 
 
I asked ‘Street Design’ to let me know their price for a fairly simple planter with and 
without a bench (their ‘Spalding’ model; see pricing document and details of the 
products in the attached documents). 
 
They stated: £1,881 per planter and £3,125 per planter with a bench 

 
            https://street-design.com/planters.html 
 



 
 

• Would Wiltshire Council’s Highways Department agree to this? 
 
Could this idea be a Queen’s Platinum Jubilee ‘gift’ to the village? 
 
Also, I contacted Chris Hoggs, Green Spaces Officer, for BoA Town Council for advice by e-
mail and in a subsequent phone call. His points are summarised in his e-mail: 
 
 
 

Chris Hogg 
 

Wed, Dec 8, 
12:19 PM  

 
 
 

 

 
 

We haven’t put any trees in planters.  Generally, the volume of the planter needed for the 
long term health of trees, and maintenance (watering) means that it is more cost-effective 
to plant in the ground.  BUT. There are examples, I have seen effective use of concrete sumps 
used for trees, and with appropriate species selection (rowans, birches) and a watering 
regime, they could work well to house trees in places where otherwise they won’t fit.  There’s 
plenty of guidance of root space for trees.  In places this has been an effective way to green 
streets, but this would need support of Wiltshire Council as Highway Authority. 
Chris. 



Possible Locations 

I found 11 possible locations although their suitability should be determined by others as well-who 
may believe other sites could be considered? 

See Map and photographs (images relate in a clockwise fashion to sites marked on the map starting 
on the North side of Tyning Road at the junction with The Mead and ending with the top of White 
Horse Road. Some sites as the map shows could take a planter on each side of the junction): 

 

  



Tyning Road 

 
 

  

  



 

 

 

Broomground 

 

 

Finally, on another tree-related matter, I recently completed a tree canopy assessment for 
the ‘Winsley & Westwood’ district for the UK Tree Canopy project finding that across the 
district there is calculated to be 21.8% +/- 1.85 tree canopy cover. 

  
https://www.forestresearch.gov.uk/research/i-tree-eco/urbancanopycover/ 

https://forestry.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=d8c253ab17e1412586d9774d
1a09fa07 
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